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in the Benefice of Chalfont St Giles with Seer Green and Jordans 

 

www.chalfontstgilesparishchurch.com 
 
Rector (until 18th April) Ian Brown (01494) 872 097 
  (07866) 244 115 

  rectorcsg@stgileschurch2.plus.com 

During the interregnum  contact the Parish Administrator—details below 

 

Benefice Associate Priest Rev Cassa Messervy (01494) 672 496 

Benefice Assistant Priest * Rev Jenny Tebboth (07708) 094 532 

Benefice Curate * Rev Paul Henderson (01494) 764 367 

Benefice Assistant Priest Emeritus Rev Angela Thompson (contact the Rector) 

Children & Families Worker * vacant (contact the Rector) 

Benefice Licensed Lay Minister * Linda West (01494) 673 821 

Church Wardens Eileen Baldwin  (01494) 876 286 

 Rachel Leonard (01494) 872791 

Deputy Church Warden Melaine Teahan (01494) 873 457 
  * part-time 

 
Parish Administrator 

Sylvia Valentine  Vestry office: (01494) 870 113 

Available for enquiries and administration in the vestry 

Tuesday 9am - 12pm 

Wednesday 9am - 12pm 

Thursday 9am - 12pm 

or email: admin@stgileschurch.plus.com 

See inside back cover for details of other Parish roles 

 
How to Contact the Magazine Team 

Put your copy in the post rack at the back of church (in the slot "Magazine Articles") 

Email your copy to:  stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co.uk  

Please send diary dates to: 

Church -  Parish Office at: admin@stgileschurch.plus.com or (01494) 870 113 

Secular -  stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co.uk  

 

Chalfont St Giles Parish Magazine is edited, produced and distributed entirely by volun-

teers. Advertising and subscription revenue covers the cost of production. 

http://www.chalfontstgilesparishchurch.org.uk
mailto:rectorcsg@stgileschurch2.plus.com
mailto:admin@stgileschurch.plus.com
mailto:stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:admin@stgileschurch.plus.com
mailto:stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co.uk


Page  3 

 Welcome 

 

Welcome to this Spring edition of the Church 

magazine. Church magazine and our first 

quarterly edition.  

This is my first attempt as editor of the 

magazine so this could be a bumper edition 

for errors and omissions! 

A range of articles covering the three months 

of this year are included. However because of 

the impending interregnum it is not possible 

at this stage to provide a diary of services. 

Hopefully by the time of the next issue of the 

magazine  a diary of services will be 

available. In the  meantime please check with 

the website  and/or the weekly pew sheet. 

One particular article stands out and that is 

the start of an inspirational series on the 

Beatitudes by Mavis Flower. Notably also 

there the Easter Egg appeal, the Eco church, 

Come and See study series,, plus COVID –19 

permitting the resumption of church watch., 

Finally we have Ian’s last article for the 

magazine before  his retirement and some 

fond memories from our church family. 

Daylight is lengthening and the days slowly 

get warmer and ahead of us is the most 

glorious day in the calendar—Easter Day. 

May you be blessed with all the joys of Easter.  

 

All the best  

 

Kevin 

Selected contents 
4 Rector’s Letter 
5 Benefice Vacancy  Committee 
6 In memory 
7 Wardens corner 
8 Foodbank 
 Lectionary 
9 Easter services 
11 Family Outreach 
12 Traidcraft 
15 View from the vestry 
16 Christian Easter eggs 
 ECO church 
17  Church watch 
20 The Beatitudes 
24 Un-hurry 
25 The Palliser Educational trust 
27 Safeguarding 
30 Come and See 

Cover:  Kevin Searle 
Back cover: John Davidge 

Welcome to 
 

 
 
 

Spring 2021 

Magazine articles and photos are always 

welcome and can be emailed to: 

stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co.uk  

The next magazine deadline is: 

28th May 2021 

mailto:stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co.uk
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 Rector’s Letter 
This is my final letter to you all after 
seven years as Rector of the benefice. On 
behalf of Julie and myself I just want to 
thank you. Thank you for the privilege of 
being here among you in these times. For 
the privilege of being part of your lives in 
moments of joy and of celebration. Being 
able to take services of baptism and to 
share in the joy of new birth, new life and 
new hope. Taking weddings and seeing 
the love shared between young people 
has been a great privilege and joy. 
Meeting so many of you in pastoral 
moments and in pastoral 
conversations, has been a 
special blessing to me. The joy 
which we have shared in 
services of worship has been 
my special treasure. Being able 
to proclaim afresh the good 
news of the gospel of Christ is 
one of the greatest blessings 
which anyone can know. To 
lead in the celebration of the redeeming 
death and the revitalising resurrection of 
our Lord is simply beyond words to 
express.  The privilege to have that 
responsibility among you all and in the 
wonder of our church buildings will be 
some of the greatest treasures among so 
many memories which I will take into my 
retirement years. 

 Of course, taking so many funerals these 
past months and years has been so sad. 
The circumstances of COVID-19 have 
severely limited numbers and caused 
extra problems for so many families. My 
heart goes out to all who have lost loved 
ones. Once again it has been my 
extraordinary privilege to share with so 
many in moments of intimate sorrow and 
exquisite loss. The role of a priest and of 
being your parish priest is one of great 
responsibility. It is a responsibility the 
full meaning of which was largely 

unknown to me forty years ago when I was 
ordained as a young man into the church of 
England in the diocese of Portsmouth on 
September 27th 1981. 
That young man of 28 years of age had little 
idea of the full weight of the responsibility 
which was to be invested in him. I can 
honestly say it is only by the grace of God, 
the love of a wonderful wife, and the 
support of some wise and faithful friends 
that I have been steered through the ups 
and downs of my ministerial journey. 
Ministers are not born into their role, we 
are shaped by the people, the influences 

which touch us along the way.  So, 
thank you all for being part of my 
shaping even in these later years 
of my ministry. We all leave our 
mark. We all have a part to play in 
the story of life and faith which 
makes up the mystery of who we 
have become. Thank you for the 
privilege of being a small part in 
your story and thank you also for 

being part of the work of the grace of God in 
my life too.  
My final Sunday here and in full time 
ordained ministry (deep breath…) will be 
Sunday April 18th. I know that it will be a 
limited opportunity for us to meet. That day 
will be limited by the COVID-19 restrictions 
on numbers and on social distancing with 
which we have all become familiar. So, may 
I say here thank you once again for these 
privileged times which we have shared 
together. 
I want to bless you all in the name of Jesus. 
Julie and I want to come back again if 
circumstances permit it so say a proper and 
a fuller thank you and goodbye one day. 
 Please come to see us settled in our new 
home in Thame. We move on May 6th to live 
in the very first home which we will call our 
own at: 
32 East Street, Thame, Oxon OX9 3 JT 
 You will be very welcome indeed! 
With every blessing   Ian Brown 



Page  5 

 Announcements 

The Benefice  
Vacancy Committee 

 
As I am sure you all know by now Ian will 
be leaving us in April to begin his well-
earned retirement.  Obviously this means 
that we will have to appoint a new rector 
and you will be pleased to hear that we 
have a Benefice Vacancy Committee in 
place that is already getting on with this 
task.  An added complication is that at 
about the same time Cassa Messervy will be 
leaving her post as vicar of Holy Trinity, 
Seer Green and Jordans, to become rector of 
the benefice of Wychert Vale.   
 

Unlike many other areas of life where 
arrangements are made for a new person to 
take over as soon as the previous one has 
left, the Church of England does not believe 
in rushing this process.  In fact we are not 
really allowed to do anything much about 
the vacancy until Ian has been seen off the 
premises.  Like the mills of God in the 
ancient proverb the church of England can 
be very slow moving.  However here in 
Chalfont St Giles we are hoping to be a little 
more dynamic than this.  To that end we 
have established the BVC, chaired by John 
Southworth, who is our PCC chairman, with 
Jane Spoerry and Janine Dunnell 
representing Seer Green and Jordans and 
Garry Walton and myself representing 
Chalfont St Giles. 
 

Our first task is to produce the Benefice 
Profile, a document which acts as an 
advertisement for the post, and which 
represents both who we are and how we 
want to see the benefice developing in the 
future.  To produce the profile we recruited 
Kate Southworth and John Bradley to carry 
out consultations in Chalfont St Giles, the 
former among the congregation and the 
latter among the wider village community.  

They have sent out questionnaires and 
spoken to various people and all their 
data has now been submitted to the 
committee and most importantly to 
Tracey Wiggin who has taken on the 
important role of putting together the 
profile.  She is also collecting material 
from the various sub-committees of the 
PCC that oversee the different areas of 
church life.  At the same time Jane and 
Janine have been carrying out the same 
process in Seer Green and Jordans so that 
the document will represent the whole 
benefice.  We are hoping to have the 
profile ready for diocese approval by the 
time Ian leaves so that the vacancy can be 
advertised as soon as possible after that. 
 
We have also been helped by Gill Lovell, 
the Parish Development Officer for the 
Archdeaconry of Buckingham. She has 
helped us to see that we need to focus on 
the needs of the benefice and also to plot 
our way through the various statutory 
meetings that have to take place.  She is 
hopeful that we will be able to move 
ahead quite quickly to find a new rector 
as both posts in the benefice will be 
vacant at the same time, which is clearly 
not an ideal situation.  Only when we 
have a new rector in place will we be able 
to appoint someone for Seer Green and 
Jordans.   
 

So you can rest assured that the wheels 
are turning behind the scenes and that 

we are doing all we can to ensure as short 

an interregnum as possible.  However 
things do move slowly, as I have already 

explained, and it is very likely that it will 

be next spring at the very earliest before 

we have a new rector in place.   

Rachel Leonard 
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 IN MEMORY 
In the last month of last year and in the 
first two months of this year, we have lost, 
through death, several members of 
community and of the church. Among 
those who we have loved and lost are: 
Judith Wright   Ann Aukett   Ella Tyrell   
Alun Roberts   Mike Greenaway   David 
Worley   Peter Parkin   Jill Dean    Ken Lees 
 
Each one in their own and particular 
manner contributed so much to church 
and to community and for these and for all 
their many gifts we give thanks. 
 
Judith was an accomplished amateur 
operatic singer. Perhaps Judith might have 
had a professional career. Instead, Judith 
became secretary to more than one 
distinguished director of the Royal Society 
and she was the organising influence for 
several seasons of annual Christmas 
lectures at the Society’s London 
headquarters, for which work Judith was 
awarded an MBE. 
 
 
Ann was a great scot, a woman of faith and 
considerable energy who kept us 
enthralled by her stories of life and of her 
times. ‘God is still in control’ was her motto 
though her life and virtually her last words 
to her loved ones as she passed from this 
world into the next.  
Ella was raised on a farm near Dover in 
Kent. She and husband Ernie moved into 
the village where Ella joined the WI, were 
founder members of the town twining 
association and members of the Gardens 
Association. Latterly Ella and Ernie were 
regular members of the Evensong 
congregation on Sunday evenings. 
 
Alun was Mavis Roberts’ sidekick on 
numerous public platforms when they 
presented demonstrations and lectures to 
flower arranging conferences up and down 

the land and beyond.  Alun was an 
accomplished sailor a practical and skilled 
engineer. Alun was always ready with a 
joke and a story to hand. A twinkle in his 
eye, Alun was a light in the darkens for so 
many family and friends.  
 
Mike worked in human resources for 
British Airways for over forty years. He 
took early retirement and spent time 
volunteering in local hospital and in 
applying his considerable social skills 
charming financial support from local 
businesses in support of church and the 
reading room. He was a devoted support 
and mentor to his grandson Harvey in 
recent years, following Harvey’s terrible car 
accident.  
 
David was born and bred in this village. He 
was an accomplished sportsman playing 
soccer for Wycombe Wanderers and cricket 
for the local village team. A long-time 
member of our church choir, David gave 
himself to the people of the place he knew 
and loved, this village of Chalfont St Giles. 
 
Peter brought a light to any social 
gathering. His positive and generous spirit 
was evident in family and in church alike. 
He was a great support to Beverley his wife 
and proud father, grandfather and great 
grandfather to all of his family as well.  
 
Jill and husband Pete ran shops in the 
village and were great supporters of the 
Brownies and Guides, contributing much to 
the founding of the Venture Scout and 
Guides’ group and to the building of the 
present Guide hut. Jill sang in the church 
choir for many years and was always a 
motherly and caring friend to junior choir 
members. 
 
Ken was a former churchwarden here, 
husband to Mary and a man of considerable 
attention to detail and a stickler for 
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 precision. Ken spent a great deal of time and 
energy in support of this church.  Always a 
proud Lancastrian and a man for the 
outdoors. His and Mary’s bluebell lunches 
were legendary in their time, attracting 
many visitors to their charming home in the 
woods at the end of Pollards Park Lane off 
Nightingales’ Lane.   
 
For each one of these dear ones, there were 
necessarily small funeral gatherings in 
church or local crematorium for family and 
immediate friends in these COVID-19-19 
times. There will be in time to come more 
opportunities to remember and to celebrate 
their lives lived here among us. We are all 
richer for their presence and the poorer for 
their loss.  
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 

Ian Brown 

I would like to thank everyone for their kind 

wishes, their help and prayers  in the past 
months and following David’s death. 

With love, Janet Worley 

Warden’s Corner 
 

 Before the next 

church magazine 

comes around in 

the summer, I 

shall have handed 

on my role of 

warden, so I 

wanted to take 

this opportunity 

to look back and 

reflect a little on 

the last three 

years of my wardenship.  

  

It is good to think that we always go on 

learning right through life and I have 

certainly learned many things during this 

time! 

Coming from a Non-Conformist 

background, and very conscious of 

following in the footsteps of a long line of 

very efficient and hardworking 

predecessors, I had to quickly try and 

come to grips with the Anglican way of 

doing things. I was initiated into the land 

of faculties, terriers, (not the canine sort!) 

and electoral rolls. I learned that wardens 

have wands- initially to keep order in 

services, which I am happy to say is never 

a problem in Chalfont St Giles – and I was 

given a terrifyingly large bunch of keys!  
  

But what a pleasure it has been to work 

with Kate and Hannah and Rachel. We 

have debated issues, overcome problems 

and we  

have had fun!  And huge thanks to Ian who 

gently led me along. The responsibility 

was always there, but the pleasures were 

enormous too. It has been great to be 

supported by a loving and generous-

hearted congregation and there has 

always been someone there to help or 

advise.  

  

When I took up office no-one could have 

envisaged that the time would come when 

the church would be closed or numbers of 

worshippers limited, that prayer times 

would be Zoomed or that we could not 

physically share the peace.  We have 

struggled through all of this, the difficult 

times, the uncomfortable times and the 

sad times, but we have pulled together 

and soon we will have the joy of meeting 

together again.  

With my warm thanks to you all 

Eileen Baldwin 
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 Foodbank Update 

Our contact at the Food Bank tells us that 

one of the major benefits of the way we 

work with them, is that they are able ask 

us for the items that they need from the 

Traidcraft range, rather than us all giving 

them the items we think they want. This 

avoids the tinned Tuna and Baked Bean 

gluts that food banks struggle with in nor-

mal times. We see this as a real win as do 

many of our supporters who have found a 

straight forward way to support a worthy 

cause without guessing what to add to 

their shopping basket and worrying how 

to get their donation to the food bank. 

This pandemic has been a dreadful experi-

ence for us all but it has shown us that we 

can adapt to, and find innovative solutions 

for, the challenges life throws up. The im-

portance of your generosity and the value 

that it provides to the food bank was un-

derlined last week when I had to tell them 

that I was postponing a scheduled deliv-

ery because I’d hurt my back. So im-

portant are the goods to them that they 

immediately arranged a volunteer driver to 

come to collect. I am now fully recovered. 

With today’s delivery we have topped 

£30,000.00’s worth of good quality foods 

sourced from sustainable and ethical sup-

pliers who receive a fair price for their 

goods. Wonderful, Thank you so much. 

Margaret & Bill Dykes  07968421416 

If you are aware of any families or individu-
als who need help from the food bank a call 
to the dedicated number 01494 785660 is 
all they need to do to arrange an emergency 
delivery. 

March 7 Lent 3 Genesis 17 vs 1-7,15-16 Matthew 6 vs25-34 

 14 Lent 4 Numbers 21, 4-9 John 3, 14-21 

 21 Lent 5 Jeremiah 31, 31-34 John 12, 20-33 

 28 Palm Sun- Psalm 118 vs1-2,19-end Mark 11 vs 1-11 

April 4 Easter Day Acts 10 vs 34-43 John 20 vs 1-18 

 11 Easter 2 Acts 4 vs 32-35 John 20 vs 19-end 

 18 Easter 3 1John 3 vs 1-7 Luke 24 vs 36-48 

 25 Easter 4 2 Tim 2 vs 3-13 John 15 vs 18-21 

May 2 Easter 5 Acts 8 vs 26-end John 15 vs 1-8 

 9 Easter 6 Acts 10 vs 44-end John 15 vs 9-17 

 16 Ascension Acts 1 vs 15-17,21-end John 17 vs 6-19 

 23 Pentecost Acts 2 vs 1-21 John 15 vs 26-27, 16 vs 4b-15 

 30 Trinity Isaiah 6, 1-8 John 3, 1-17 

Lectionary March—May 2021 

Tue 12 January  Joyce Giles 
 

Fri 15 January  Alun Roberts 
 

Fri 29 January  Mike Greenaway 
 

Wed 10 February  David Worley 
 

Fri 5 February  Elizabeth Toynbee 
 

Tue 16 February  Pamela De Korda 
 

Tue 2 March   Jill Dean 
 

Tue 16 March Peggy Hemley 

Funerals      January—March 2021 
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Church watch  
 

We are most grateful to Jan Bradley for 

organising the church watch team over 

the past few years. It has been apparent 

that during lockdown the church, when it 

has been open, has been a sanctuary for 

many people. The building speaks of 

stability and comfort for many of us 

during these times of change and loss. It 

speaks too of the presence of the faithful 

in times past and the comfort which the 

faith from the past can bring to us today. 

 

As we thank Jan for her dedication and 

her efficient organisation, we welcome 

Tony Ferguson who takes on the role of 

church watch coordinator. I do commend 

Tony’s appeal to you elsewhere in this 

magazine. If you can place yourself into 

the weekly rota it would be so good 

particularly in this present year to be able 

to open the church for as long as we can to 

as many people as we can.  

Thank you.  

Ian Brown 

Worship Easter 2021 
 

At the time of writing the government has 

just announced the ‘road map’ towards 

recovery from this COVID-19-19 pandemic. 

It is too early to set forth the exact nature of 

Easter this year. The church will be guided 

by the science and by the signs and signals 

towards reopening the building once more 

for worship both public and private. 

 

It is most likely that the church will be able 

to hold some services of worship, for limited 

numbers, socially distanced, for Holy Week 

and Easter. We expect to have: 

 a Palm Sunday procession on Sunday 

March28, and the major elements of Holy 

Week  including Maundy Thursday evening 

washing of hands (of particular significance 

this COVID-19-19 year!) and Good Friday 

(April2) procession of witness with the 

wooden cross to a service on the Green and 

an afternoon Devotional Service. 

  

On Easter Day Sunday April 4) there may 

well be an early morning (sunrise) service 

and further services of Holy Communion in 

church. 

 This year the message of the death and 

resurrection of Christ bringing new life and 

hope will be more real and powerful among 

us than perhaps at any time in the recent 

past. Given what we have all been through 

over the past months, we will seek to 

celebrate the hope and the light of Christ, in 

whatever way that we can.   
 

In addition, our virtual services will remain. 

Each day (except for Mondays) at 9am on the 

church zoom details (see the weekly pew 

sheet) come to Morning Prayers and join 

with church members here, in the villages 

around and from farther afield including 

places as far apart as Cheshire (Shirley 

Woodall) and Western Australia (Gill 

Walmsley)! 
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 Memories 

 

When Ian arrived in Chalfont St Giles 
seven years ago, he found a parish 
emerging from an unhappy time of 
disharmony and division. He wasted little 
time before acquainting himself with the 
recent history and getting to know the 
village and his parishioners. He brought 
the Church family together through 
patience, love and understanding and 
within a remarkably short time assembled 
a wonderfully cohesive team, with Jenny 
and Paul, which has gained respect from 
the active congregation and those who 
like us are now forced to view from a 
distance. 
  

Wendy-Ann and I were particularly 
grateful for Ian’s suggestion that a short 
service of Matins could be added as an 
optional alternative to the monthly 
Communion taken to housebound 
parishioners and much enjoyed his visits 
and the discussions prompted by the 
reading for the week. We also appreciated 
his interest in our family’s work in the Far 
East which prior to “Covid” extended to 
actively helping with the Lent Lunches 
which provided much needed support. 
  

During the past year we have been 
completely housebound and like the rest 
of the community deprived of the ability 
to entertain family and friends; Ian’s 
phone calls have helped us feel in touch 
and we shall miss them and him when he 
departs.    
 Love from Wendy-Ann, Richard, Lucinda 
and Paul and all our families. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
I shall miss Ian very much. I recall when 
he came to St Giles for the selection 
interviews Moiya, Pearl and I  were 
preparing and serving refreshments, Ian 
was the only candidate to come through 

to the kitchen afterwards  to thank us for 
our efforts..   
His consideration, and kindness has 
continued and affected many throughout 
the whole village. 
We shall miss you dearly.   

 
Pat  Searle 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

When I was recently approached to voice 
what I would ideally like our new Rector 
to be like, I said: “another Ian please, 
maybe a couple of inches taller”. The past 
six years under Ian’s empathetic 
guidance have been such happy ones in 
the Parish, unfortunately the time went 
by far too quickly. We felt really well 
looked after in every respect.  
 

I don’t want to single out any particular 
event, but I don’t think many Rectors get 
the privilege of blessing a toilet?! 
 

But it wasn’t just Ian, he came in a 
package with lovely Julie who befriended 
us all. Do you remember those fun 
“Ladies’ Nights in the Vicarage”? I think I 
managed to attend all of them, 
something I couldn’t say of the PCC 
meetings I am afraid. 
 

It was Julie who confided in me that Ian 
isn’t perfect after all. Did you know that 
he can even mutter the odd swear word 
if things don’t go his way on the rugby or 
football pitch or when he looses yet 
another golf ball into the bushes? 

 

Fortunately Thame is not so far away 
from Chalfont St. Giles so I sincerely hope 
that Ian and Julie will visit us from time 
to time and maybe we can give them the 
Farewell they deserve when the current 
malaise has passed. 
 
Wishing you all the best with your new 
venture 

Maren Saville 
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 TRAIDCRAFT: LIVING THE BIBLE 
IF IT IS GOD’S WILL, GOD’S WILL, WILL BE DONE  

THANK YOU IAN 
Remember when the stall was 

marginalised in the Reading 

Room after Church?  It is 

thanks to Ian that the stall 

was moved to the back of 

Church making our support 

for justice part of worship 

and at the forefront of what 

we believe. ‘Loving our 

neighbour’ is fundamental 

to our faith and that includes everyone 

we have dealings with however remote 

and out of sight.  So a huge thank you to 

Ian and I look forward to the day when 

stalls can return and in the meantime I 

continue to deliver to doorsteps so 

please do not hesitate to call or email me 

with your requirements.  

 

Traidcraft are on a mission to create real, 

sustainable change in the world.  In the 

process, they just happen to sell the very 

best tea, coffee, chocolate sweets and 

biscuits.  They always go further than 

just fair and we can rely on them to make 

the right, ethical decision for people and 

planet.  For example they prove that 

palm oil can be grown in a sustainable 

way protecting the lives of farmers and 

wild life.   

 

PRODUCTS back in stock 

Good news: Sugar, Liquorice Whirls and 

Mango Jam are all back in stock as are 3 

types of sugar, I have supplies of white, 

raw cane and golden caster. 

 

SOAP 

I have stocks of pure Olive Oil 

tablet soap in 2 fragrances:  

Pomegranate and Lemon plus a 

fragrance free option. They are 

all sourced from Palestine, 

100% natural and Organic, 

just what every luxury bathroom 

needs. Coming from the Nablus Soap 

Company in Palestine, with an 

impressive 400-year soap producing 

history you can rest assured you’re in 

safe hands investing in a soap such as 

this. The natural botanical 

ingredients, including the world-

renowned Palestinian Olive Oil, 

nourish and moisturise skin and 

support the skin’s natural balance. 

The natural, 

subtle pomegranate ingredient has 

been added which not only gently 

cleanses, but scents the skin, giving an 

all-round spa like experience whereas 

the lemon bars ensure your kitchen 

or bathroom smells of fresh citrus 

every time you walk in. 
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TRAIDCRAFT EXCHANGE RAFFLE 

Like many charities Traidcraft Exchange is 

suffering financially during the pandemic so 

here is a chance to support them via a 

raffle.  Tickets cost £1 each and are 

available from me or via Traidcraft 

Exchange’s website.  First prize is a bespoke 

commission by artist Cherrie Mansfield, 

second prize a £200 voucher towards a 

luxury Eco-camping break at the hideaway 

at Baxby Manor in North Yorkshire and 

third prize is one of 4 fair trade hampers.  

Closing date is 21st April and the draw will 

take place on 30th April. 
 

REFILLING 

Our campaign to reduce plastic by 

returning bottles for refills is going very 

well, we are low on hand wash and washing 

up liquid bottles, so if you have any spare 

please let me know and if you haven’t yet 

tried our Bio D products why not give them 

a go. 

• …let justice roll on like a river; 

righteousness like a never ending 

stream.  Amos 5:24 

Margaret Dykes   874 511 

 

UP THE GARDEN PATH 

 

For years now I have just cut annual 

flowering plants down to just above soil 

level in the autumn and sometimes  have 

been rewarded with very early flowering 

rubeckias, cosmos etc. but that will not be 

the case this summer as those really low 

temperatures killed off not only those 

annuals but ‘some only just’ hardy plants.  

I will leave them be now and wait until 

temperatures rise optimistically in the 

hope that signs of life will spring from 

below soil level.  The ‘earth has been hard 

as iron, water like a stone’ so this is a long 

shot but lets me off the job now (at time of 

writing) when the weather is still 

unpleasant and there are plenty of other 

jobs to be doing.   Longer days lie ahead 

and it won’t be long before on bright days 

there will be a strong promise of spring in 

the air with the bees buzzing among the 

snowdrops and crocus and the bright 

yellow of the aconites to lift our spirits.    

 March is a busy gardening month and 

there is lots to be getting on with 

especially if you are lucky enough to have 

a greenhouse.  I shall be:   

Sowing in the greenhouse in modules or 

trays: 

Leeks,  Kale,  Celery, Mangetout, Lettuces, 

Brussel sprouts, Red cabbage,   Tomatoes, 

Sweetcorn, Cosmos, Rubeckia, lettuce 

Give ericaceous plants a boost with acidic 

plant food and mulch with some leaf 

mould. 

Cut back Penstemons to allow new shoots 

to grow. 
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 Spread homemade compost on the borders 

to improve the soil.  The worms will get to 

work pulling the mulch down to the roots of 

the plants. 

Water the seeds sown last month and 

watch out for slugs and ‘deal’ with them in 

‘your way’. 

Deadhead daffodils as necessary and divide 

and replant your snowdrops to improve 

next years display. 

And enjoy that sun when it shines and be 

careful not to overdo it. 
 

April  

This is a challenge, thinking months ahead 

but a job I do in the winter is to put my 

seeds in sowing order so looking at those in 

the April section I shall be sowing in the 

greenhouse in modules or trays: 

 Lettuces (sowing regularly ensures a 

 continuous supply) 

 Pumpkin 

 Rocket 

 Winter cauliflower (these will be 

planted out in August when hopefully they 

will be sturdy plants ready to face whatever 

the winter brings).     

 Courgettes  

 Spinach Beet 

 Runner Beans and French Beans 

 Sun Flowers 

Mange tout (the seeds sown last month may 

be growing well if not it’s not too late to get 

some more sown.  If yours are fine they can 

be planted out later this month; (remember 

to harden them off first) 

And in open ground: beetroots and 

potatoes and summer flowering bulbs.   

Cut back those shrubs which have flowered.   

I will have forsythia winter flowering 

jasmine and kerria to do.  

Water the seeds sown last month and 

watch out for slugs and ‘deal’ with them in 

‘your way’.  Following advice given at the 

garden club I fill a 4 pint bottle with water 

and a few garlic cloves, leave it for a 2/3 

weeks to produce a lovely garlic smelling 

liquid which the slugs hate.  Use liberally at 

first sign of damage.   

Watch for those bright red lily beetles and 

deal with them in your own way. 

Deadhead daffodils as necessary and give 

them a feed and leave the leaves to die 

down naturally.  For feed I use blood fish 

and bone (or as the under gardener calls it 

blood, sweat and backache, or maybe that’s 

gardening generally!) 

Remove suckers from around the base of 

trees 

And enjoy that sun when it shines, be 

careful not to overdo it and do take time to 

enjoy any sunny warm days 

 

May 

By now the tulips should be flowering in 

their bright jolly colours, many shrubs will 

be flowering and trees will have new leaves 

in soft greens.  Writing on a wet afternoon 

in February I am getting quite dreamy!  If 

many of your daffodils were ‘blind’ this 

year fear not, it was probably the hot dry 
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St David 

 

1st March is St David’s Day, 

and it’s time for the Welsh 

to wear daffodils or leeks. 

Shakespeare called this 

custom ‘an honourable 

tradition begun upon an 

honourable request’ – but nobody knows 

the reason. Why should anyone have ever 

‘requested’ that the Welsh wear leeks or 

daffodils to honour their patron saint? It’s 

a mystery! 

We do know that David – or Dafydd – of 

Pembrokeshire was a monk and bishop of 

the 6th century. In the 12th century he was 

made patron of Wales, and he has the 

honour of being the only Welsh saint to be 

canonised and culted in the Western 

Church. Tradition has it that he was 

austere with himself, and generous with 

others – living on water and vegetables 

(leeks, perhaps?!) and devoting himself to 

works of mercy. He was much loved. 

weather last summer.  Give them a feed of 

blood, fish and bone and hope for less heat 

and more rain this summer. I hope we shall 

be harvesting, kale, spinach,  lettuce, 

cauliflowers and broccoli but I am still 

looking forward to harvesting crops sown 

this year.  Whilst waiting I shall be:   

Sowing in the greenhouse in modules or 

trays: 

Oriental radish – great in a winter salad or 

in a stir fry.  Red Cabbage 

Lettuces (sowing regularly ensures a 

continuous supply) 

And in open ground: beetroots and 

summer flowering bulbs.   

From mid to late April my garden turns 

blue with all the forget-me-nots and it is 

lovely but they can choke nearby plants if 

left to roam so I pull them up once the 

flowers have faded.  

Deadhead Rhododendrons, azaleas, 

camellias, irises, violas and tulips. 

Make sure to put some stakes around tall 

perennials and tie them in as they grow.  
 

Margaret Dykes (AKA Rose Hebe Stamen) 

View from the Vestry 
 

As we all know by now, (and if you didn’t, 

you’ve heard it here first!) the Benefice of 

Chalfont St Giles, Seer Green and Jordans is 

heading for a double vacancy.  Cassa leaves 

for her rectory directly after Easter, and 

Ian retires two weeks after that. 

So the offices of Holy Trinity and St Giles 

(that’s me and Jane) will be working 

EXTREMELY closely together, as we will be 

sharing two part-time ministers.  

Discussions are under way regarding what 

pattern of worship is sustainable over the 

next year, given the resources we both 

contribute—for instance, we both have 

licensed lay ministers, who may be able to 

lead some forms of worship. 

I’ve been looking at ways we might merge 

our separate calendars, to make the most 

of our shared resources—if anyone out 

there has experience of Google Calendar, 

and won’t mind me bending your ear, 

PLEASE give me a shout! 

I suppose it’s just possible, that, with the 

next issue of the magazine out in June/

July, and the stupendous vaccine roll-out 

(Nadhim Zahawi should get a medal for 

this) next time’s View from the Vestry. 

might actually be from the Vestry. 

Inshallah. 

Sylvia 
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 CHRISTIAN EASTER EGGS 
 

Of the 80 million chocolate Easter Eggs sold each year there is only one Christian one 

which is sold by the Meaningful Chocolate Company.  The eggs are Fair Trade, the 

packaging is plastic free and each box includes a 24 page Easter activity book.  The 

eggs are either milk, £4.50 each, or dark chocolate £5.50 each.  I can also source fun 

boxes of 6 eggs presented in an egg box plus 

Divine foil wrapped mini eggs in milk choco-

late, dark chocolate and speckled eggs . 
 

To order yours contact me on  

07919 314461 or 874511 

 

I am also fund raising for eggs for the local 

food bank ensuring that local children 

whose household need food bank parcels 

also receive an Easter treat and an oppor-

tunity to read about the true story of Easter.  

At Christmas we were able to donate 165 

Christian Advent Calendars and it would be great if we could match that number at 

Easter.  Contact me to donate. 

Margaret Dykes  

ECO CHURCH 
 
As part of our project to contribute towards the easing of global warming and to gain 
Eco Church status, this month’s Eco tip is to think about the Earth’s soil.  Many of us 
are lucky enough to have our own patch to care for, ensuring that we have healthy 
plants, creating a refuge for wildlife, a place to enjoy and help our health, both 
physical and mental.  
We also need to think about the soil that is used to grow the food that we 
buy.  Healthy soil is the basis of all farming, of all growth, of all trade, of all 
nourishment and of all economic security.  If the soil has gone, there will be no crop to 
sell.  There are many living organisms in a handful of soil and spraying with pesticide 
will kill nearly all of them, leaving us with dust rather than healthy soil, impacting the 
food chain and wider wildlife.  We can help tackle this by choosing to buy organic 
when we feel able, especially for food that comes from the global south.  If soil is not 
looked after crops suffer and more land is required, resulting in more forest loss, and 
so the cycle continues. 
One of the commitments we can make to gain Eco Church status is to use locally 
grown and or organic and Fairtrade food in any meals provided by the Church.  This is 
a difficult commitment to make, but we are determined to try. 
 

Keith Wood-Smith 
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 ECO CHURCH (CONT’D) 
Following on from Keith’s article we have 
this recommendation from the latest 
Diocese of Oxford’s e– newsletter. 

Another opportunity to improve the  eco 

status of our church and  the diocese.  

More detail can be found at   

https://bigcleanswitch.org/partners   

Welcome to  

Church Watch 2021! 

I would like to take this opportunity to 

introduce myself to the wider church 

community and to let you know that I have 

taken on the task of organising Church 

watch for 2021. I would like to express my 

thanks to Jan Bradley for her work over the 

past five years in keeping Church watch 

operating smoothly. 
  

By way of introduction, I live in Chalfont St 

Peter and have been a Church watch 

volunteer for two years now. You may also 

find me in the churchyard as part of John 

Davidge’s team on gardening duties. I am 

looking forward to meeting you all and to 

working with you in the coming year. My 

first task is to create the Church watch 

Rota for 2021 which is not an easy task 

given the uncertainties we currently are 

facing.  
 

To try to reduce the variables, I have 

made some working assumptions, as 

follows: 

Working Assumptions 

 

1. The Church will reopen for Easter and 

Church watch 2021 will be active from 

Monday 12th April; 

2. It will run until Friday 1st October 

2021; 

3. We will operate six days per week and 

bank holidays (all other Mondays, the 

church will be closed); 

4. Except for Sundays, we will operate 

three shifts daily, each of two hours 

duration; 

5. The shifts will be from 10am to noon, 

noon until 2pm and lastly 2-4pm; 

6. We will operate two shifts on Sunday 

afternoons. 
 

This represents an ambitious schedule 

and we are short of church watchers so 

can I please ask for volunteers to come 

forward? My email address and mobile 

number are below so do please get in 

contact if you can give up two hours per 

month. The more we can share the 

burden, the better the service we can 

provide. St Giles is a beautiful church and 

it is so important in these testing times 

that we can make it available to the 

community as a font of spiritual support.  

I am in the process of drawing up the list 
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 of volunteers and have emailed  those 

who have previously participated in 

Church watch. If you receive an email, 

please respond as soon as possible. If you 

know of anyone we have who may be 

willing to do a shift, please have them ring 

me.  

 

Finally, once we have our confirmed list of 

volunteers, we will be organising a 

briefing on operational practices (how to 

get into the church/ turn the lights on etc) 

with John Davidge and issuing key cards. 

We are looking at mid March for this 

session but I will confirm this in due 

course. 

 

St Giles is a beautiful church and making it 

available is an important and supportive 

service to the community in these 

challenging times. I find it spiritually 

rewarding and with your support, I will 

try my best to make Church watch 2021 

run as smoothly as possible. 

God Bless and Best Regards  

 

Tony Ferguson 

Mobile: 07769 361 795         tony@ibl.ie 

Hon. Secretary needed 

 

Chalfonts & Gerrards Cross Hospital was 

opened nearly 150 years ago, on 19 June 1871.  

The League of Friends was formed from the 

Linen League (which provided laundry, 

nightclothes and repairs) in about 1952 and 

has supported the hospital, its staff and 

patients since that time. 

The League of Friends’ Committee has, over 

the years, fund-raised and also administered 

the donations and legacies given by grateful 

patients and their relatives and friends.  It 

meets monthly at the Hospital on the 3rd 

Tuesday at 2pm (in normal times.)* 

Our excellent honorary secretary who has been 

with us for 5 years, is retiring, and we are now 

looking for another 

willing volunteer to 

take over her duties.  

The job mainly 

involves taking the 

minutes at each 

meeting and typing 

them out, so computer skills are necessary but it 

is not a very onerous or time-consuming job.   

The meetings are interesting, friendly and often 

light-hearted. If you feel you would like to join us 

and become a trustee, to help our wonderful 

community hospital in this way, please contact 

the Chairman, Sara Sabine on 

sarasabine@btinternet.com.  

 This magazine 

 

COVID-19 has affected nearly everything in 

our lives in one way or another; and that 

included the magazine! 

Copy for the magazine has diminished 

substantially over the past twelve months, 

mostly because of the pandemic, with 

function after function being cancelled or 

postponed indefinitely.  Additional to this 

were the  further restrictions closing the 

church and  limiting  social and personal 

interaction.  

The magazine thus became, as an 

immediate option to keep the church 

family informed, as an on-line publication. 

That sounds fine to start with because it 

also becomes immediately available to a 

global audience via the church website. The 

downside is that anyone in  our immediate 

church family without  internet access is 

cut off. Additionally those who purchase 

the magazine from the Olde Post House or 

pick up a copy to read in either schools or 

mailto:sarasabine@btinternet.com
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 the library, are also cast into darkness; bit 

like having your social media account 

suspended! So that’s one issue needing to 

be addressed. 

Changing the magazine from monthly to a 

quarterly programme is not so much an 

issue because of emergence of a brilliant 

weekly pew sheet over the past 12 months. 

But again, if you don’t have internet access, 

you’re left in the dark again! Another issue 

to be addressed. 

COVID –19 again is making us relook at the 

reason for and way we do things.  

The communications committee is looking 

at all aspects of communication in the 

parish and the magazine is just one part of 

that. Watch this space  for changes in the 

coming months. 

Kevin Searle 

                  Lent Lunches 

 

The Social Committee are very 

disappointed that, because of Lockdown 

restrictions, they are unable to undertake 

the lunches this year. 

Normally, every Friday in Lent, the 

Reading Room is transformed into a cosy 

country cafe . Fitted out with small tables 

covered with pretty check tablecloths and 

adorned with spring flowers and colourful 

menus awaiting our many loyal customers. 

Helpers start arriving before 10am and 

from then onwards there is a whirl of 

activity in the kitchen. There are those 

who cut the French bread and prepare the 

plates of butter and cheese ready for both 

in-house guests and take-away lunches. 

The cooks prepare and serve the soup as 

required. The 30 or so orders obtained 

from local shops and businesses are 

collated and posted on the wall ready for 

timed delivery slots. 

Smartly dressed waitresses and front of 

house helpers welcome customers, take 

the orders and serve at the tables. 

Washing-up is an ongoing job and our 

lovely volunteers work on a rota system to 

ensure that there is always enough clean 

crockery and cutlery on hand. 

And the soup! These lunches could not 

take place without our wonderful church 

family who work so hard to provide us 

with the 30 litres of different soups 

needed every Friday. Even with that 

quantity we have been known to run out. 

Having learnt our lesson though, a spare 

batch is now always on hand!! 

No charge is made for the lunch but 

donations are most welcome. Most of the 

money raised has been given to our church 

missionary families In the Far East. 

Of course, the whole event could not take 

happen without someone to plan and 

organize everything – a huge job. Pat & 

Kevin have done this so brilliantly for the 

past 25 years or so and we are very 

grateful for their hard work, care and 

attention to detail which has made the 

Lent Lunches so successful. 

The Soup Doctor 
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 MAVIS FLOWER’S COMMENTARY ON 
THE GOSPEL OF ST MATTHEW 

 
This COVID-19 time has been traumatic 

for most of us. Some people have taken up 

jig saw puzzles, some tackled books they 

have never found the time to read. Others 

of us have just had to slow down and rest. 

Mavis has been a valued and senior 

member of our church congregation for 

several years, having moved here to the 

village with her husband George to be 

near their son John and his family.  George 

died in October 2014 and in the 

subsequent years, Mavis has been a quiet 

inspiration to many of us by her sunny 

and prayerful presence in church worship 

and at social occasions as well. Mavis has 

been a student of the bible for much of 

her life, taking a degree in Theology in her 

stride towards her developing and 

infectious faith and trust in God. And so, 

in COVID-19 time, Mavis took to writing a 

commentary on the Gospel according to St 

Matthew! 

The germ for this venture was planted in 

home group meetings ably led by Jenny 

Tebboth on Thursdays at which Mavis 

and others were regular members. When 

the meetings were curtailed at the outset 

of the pandemic last spring, Mavis took up 

her pen and her A5 size notebooks and 

began to write.   When the bible study 

group could meet pre-COVID-19, Mavis 

had taken time to jot down her thoughts 

in preparation for and in follow up to the 

regular sessions.  She enjoyed the 

writings so much that she began to run 

ahead of the group meetings and the texts 

under discussion. It became natural 

therefore when there were no physical 

meetings possible that Mavis would 

continue her writings. Her thoughts were 

stimulated by critical commentaries from 

the scholars of the New Testament. Mavis 

reads New Testament Greek (the original 

language form) and is determined that her 

comments be both inspirational and 

accurate insofar as this is possible. 

I spoke with Mavis last summer when she 

was well forward on the way to completing 

the ten and a half A5 size notebooks 

containing her commentary on the 28 

chapters of Matthew’s gospel. We found the 

excellent services of Yasmin Young, elder 

sister of Karla Young, who has been able to 

type up Mavis’ work and put the 

handwritten notes into a word-processed 

format on her computer. Yasmin word 

processes the Mavis’ written form and then 

returns the script to Mavis who proofreads 

it all. They are shortly approaching a 

publisher in Amersham and Mavis hopes to 

have the script and indeed her book ready 

for Christmas this year.   

Mavis has spent most mornings during this 

past ‘lost year’ deep in the text of St 

Matthew, redeeming the time and reaping 

the fruit of her studies and of her 

reflections. I think this is truly inspirational 

and I am sure that when the book of Mavis’ 

commentary on St Matthew’s gospel comes 

to light, it will be a further inspiration and a 

blessing to us all.  

 Ian Brown 

The Beatitudes: How could Jesus be 
other than the greatest Teacher ever? 

 

“Seeing the crowds, He went up on the 

mountain, and when He sat down, His 

disciples came to Him. And He opened His 

mouth and taught them saying… 

” (Matthew 5:2) 
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 The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 

Chapter 5:1-48) is Jesus’ sermon.   

In Matthew 3:17 Jesus is the Son of God, 

declared to be so by His Father.  In this 

sermon Jesus the Son of God is speaking, is 

setting out in foundational terms the 

outworking in practical day-to-day living 

the commitment made by those who have 

seen and understood that the Kingdom of 

God is at hand, have repented, and through 

that repentance have entered the Kingdom. 

Mark and Matthew tell us of an occasion 

when Jesus had compassion on the crowd, 

because they were like sheep without a 

shepherd (Mark 6:34). Here in Matthew, 

the shepherd is speaking, with compassion, 

to a crowd of His disciples. Something 

wonderful, stupendous has happened in 

their lives. They have come under a new 

kingship, the kingship of Jesus and they 

have become different people, free to allow 

God to work in their lives. The Beatitudes 

are the first part of the first sermon or 

discourse given by Jesus, as recorded by 

Matthew. They are therefore of 

fundamental, foundational importance.  
 

The people were used to the Rabbis in the 

rabbinical schools sitting down, opening 

the mouth and teaching and by this action, 

Jesus was proclaiming Himself as a Rabbi or 

Teacher such as they had known before; 

but never a teacher like this. Traditionally, 

He is like the others, as is suggested by the 

traditional phrase: “He opened His mouth 

and taught them, saying..”,  but there was an 

authenticity and authority about His 

teaching which astonished them (Matthew 

7:28).  

He was not only a teacher, He was the 

Messiah, the promised Messiah, the One 

who should come, the One for whom 

Israel had been waiting. He was also a 

Prophet, for He was speaking not only to 

their sitz im leben, their situation in life, 

but to the disciples, and all disciples for all 

time. The mountain had become a place of 

revelation: who Jesus is, and how we 

know Him. When He opens His mouth, we 

hear nothing less than the word of God.  
 

We have considered this great Teacher: 

not only for His immediate hearers, but 

for those who would also follow Him in 

the future. They too have come into the 

blessedness, the joy, and the purpose of 

His teaching. Now we turn to His hearers. 

Earlier we had speculated on the 

constituents of the crowd and their 

relationship to Jesus. Now we turn to the 

first section of teaching, which appears to 

be almost complete in itself but which 

also provides an introduction to what He 

afterwards expands on, the meaning of 

discipleship. Matthew says, “great crowds 

followed Him” (Matthew 4:22).  The use 

of the word ‘followed’ always suggests 

discipleship; and indicates that His 

teaching was not confined to Peter and 

Andrew, James and John, the first to 

follow Him, it also had implications for 

those of the crowd to who had followed 

Him from the shores of the Sea of Galilee 

to the Mountain to hear his word, 

beginning to learn the happiness of 

sourcing their lives in the presence and 

activity of Jesus. 

 

Jesus begins with the word ‘blessed’. 

Blessed means to be congratulated, but 

with more emphasis on divine approval 

than human happiness, and indicates a 
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complete reversal of their former 

experience, which for them is now framed 

by their new state of having their share in 

the kingdom of heaven: “For theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3). Within 

this framework Jesus announces the 

blessings of those who have entered the 

kingdom, who are living in the blessing of 

relationship of children to their heavenly 

Father, while proclaiming the promised 

glorious future which begins in the NOW 

of His ministry; the gospel of the kingdom 

which Jesus had announced in Matthew 

4:23, and which is the theme of His 

teaching throughout Matthew. The 

Sermon on the Mount is for people who, 

having entered into a relationship with 

God through faith in Jesus, consider that 

relationship to be the most important and 

precious aspect of their lives.  
 

The First Beatitude. 

In Luke's comparable sermon which took 

place on the plain rather than on the 

mountain, Luke uses the second person 

plural as Jesus addresses the disciples: 

“Blessed are you poor, for yours is the 

kingdom of God.” (Luke 6:20). In 

Matthew's sermon, Jesus’ teaching is still 

addressed directly to the suffering but 

blessed ones, but in less personal terms: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven”, (Matthew 5:3) in 

the third person plural. This may reflect 

the didactic nature of Jesus’ teaching in 

Matthew and perhaps the conclusion that 

it was intended not only for His immediate 

hearers but also for those who would 

follow Him in the future. They have come 

into the blessedness, the happiness of 

sourcing all their lives in the life of Jesus. 

The poor in spirit are those of every 

generation of believers whose confidence is 

in God alone, and their complete obedience 

to Him and His will are the only rule in their 

lives. The very first beatitude implies this: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit.”   

 

This is Kingdom living. They are empty 

before God. Paul expressed it in 2 

Corinthians 6:10 “as having nothing, yet 

possessing all things”. Heaven is living with 

Him. Hell is separation from Him and the 

peace which He provides.  Meister Eckhart 

(Dominican mystic, 1260-1327) spoke of 

triple poverty: The one who is poor in 

spirit:  

does not want anything, not even to 

fulfil God’s will; 

does not know anything, not even about 

the work of God in him;  

does not have anything, not even room 

in himself in which God is to work. 

Thus the initial Beatitude paves the way for 

those that follow. The gift to all disciples is 

the gift of the Kingdom of Heaven 

expressed in different ways – for those who 

mourn, for those who are meek, for those 

who hunger and thirst after righteousness, 

the pure in heart, the merciful, the 

peacemakers, the persecuted. Jesus has 

unfolded before them the gospel, the good 

news of the Kingdom. How could the Lord 

Jesus give them anything but good news? 

Even His warning about persecution in the 

ninth Beatitude cannot take that away from 

them; even knowing that there is a cost 

involved, for them, and eventually for Him 

too.  

 

From ‘A Devotional Commentary on 
Matthew’s Gospel’, by Mavis Flower. To be 
continued in the next issue… 
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News from our Partners 

 

In the last week Debbie and Amos, from our 

Programmes Team, connected with two 

partners – Simon from Sunshine Home in 

Kenya and Amos from Dolpa Home in 

Nepal. Both partners shared updates on 

two young men that had been working 

with. Though these men live thousands of 

miles apart, their stories had connection 

and we are delighted to share them with 

you. 

 

Starting out – Kenya 

 

We have been supporting a group of young 

men at Sunshine Home as they transition 

from secondary education into further 

education and then into employment. 

All the boys who come to live at Sunshine 

have spent time living on the streets of 

Naivasha having left the family for a variety 

of reasons. Paul and George were no 

exception. 

They met while at the home and became 

very good friends as they lived together. 

Both went to vocational college. 

During the pandemic Paul tried to get 

work on building sites but it was difficult. 

However, he has now found a placement 

with a local garage as a mechanic. George 

trained in hospitality and is about to start 

a placement at a hotel. 

Although the boys are living 

independently and seeking to get 

established in the world of work, George 

refers to Paul as his ‘home brother’ and 

Paul sees George as someone he respects 

and wants to emulate. We are thankful to 

God that He has created a desire in these 

boys to support each other as they 

transition into adulthood. 
 

Setting off – Nepal 

 

Amos and Doma, from Dolpa Home 

recently shared news of two young men 

who lived at the home for many years and 

have now completed their 2 year college 

education. 

Palden and Lakpa both came to Dolpa 

Home from villages within Dolpa region.  

A few years ago Palden was able to visit 

his village for 2 months before he started 

college. The trip home was long – 17 hours 

on a bus, a short plane journey and then a 

6 day walk! He hadn’t seen his family 

for many years and didn’t know what to 

expect. However, the time he spent with 

his community has left a marked 

impression and Palden has taken the 

decision to go to a college in India to study 

as he feels called to go back to work in his 

own community. The same is true for 
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Un-hurry: the modern path 

to spiritual fulfilment 

 

When Jenny gave me John Mark Comer’s 

The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry to read, I 

distinctly remember thinking: do I have 

time?  

In short, I did find time, and this is Comer’s 

main thesis: modern life is often chaotic 

Lakpa. He has also taken up a 2 year 

course at the same college as 

Palden and has heart to return to the 

Himalayas to serve his own community. 

It is amazing that God has inspired a 

passion within these young men’s hearts 

and that together they are studying at 

the same college so they can be a support 

for each other. 
 

Please pray: 

 

We thank God for these uplifting stories of 

these four young men. 

We thank God that he has inspired all four 

young men in the next stage of their lives 

and that they can be brothers to each 

other as they take that important step into 

adulthood. 

We thank God for all those supporters who 

have given generously to the work of 

Sunshine Home and Dolpa Home over the 

years enabling these young men to 

discover their gifts and their call. 
 

ROPE hot press 

 

After much prayer and reflection, we have 

taken the decision to give Rope a new 

name. The former acronym – Relief for 

Oppressed People Everywhere – no longer 

relates accurately to what we do, and is no 

longer appropriate considering the huge 

improvements that have taken place 

within the International Development 

sector and our work. We no longer provide 

short term relief, (apart from responding 

to disasters where we have someone 

locally based and equipped to help), 

having chosen to move away from 

activities that can create dependency, and 

we accept it is simply not possible to be 

“everywhere”. However, our hearts are fully 

committed to working directly with the 

economically oppressed and disadvantaged 

to sustain lasting transformation, reaching 

communities and their families and 

intentionally raising up the next generation 

of local leaders. We are very excited about 

this possibility and feel we need a name 

that will help us take Michael Wood’s legacy 

on, reinvigorating ourselves and inspiring a 

new generation of supporters. We plan to 

announce the new name and logo in Spring 

2021.  
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 The Palliser  
Educational Trust 

 

The Chalfont St Giles Educational 

Foundation ( the Foundation ) is an 

amalgamation of several small 

Foundations that was formalised in 

1876. The Foundations were Katherine 

Molloy’s Foundation, Henry  Sandford’s 

Foundation, The Reverend William 

Jones’s Foundation and, most notably, 

Sir Hugh Palliser’s Foundation ( also 

known as the Palliser Trust). I discuss 

the Palliser Trust in greater depth 

below.  

The Rector chairs meetings of the  

trustees who also comprise the two 

Church Wardens, and a representative 

of the Parish Council, currently Gordon 

Patrick. I assist with clerking duties!  

The Foundation is quite small enjoying 

an annual income of between £600 - 

£700 from its investments. Under its  

constitution it awards 40% of its income 

to the Village School, 40% to the Parish 

Church Sunday School and reserves the 

remainder for the village based 

applicants whose education can be 

enhanced by an award. Youngsters 

going abroad  

and distracting and in order to truly 

follow Jesus, we urgently need to un-

hurry.  

I not only enjoyed reading this book (it’s 

well-written, purposeful and engaging in 

tone), but also felt inspired by its ideas 

which are fully grounded in the Bible and 

Christian theology. John Mark Comer is a 

30-something pastor at Bridgetown 

Church in Portland, Oregon (you can 

listen to him preach via the church 

website) with a busy life. But he makes a 

compelling argument for how our 

devices, TV, and the general pace of life 

distract us from God and from following 

Jesus. 

Central to the need to un-hurry, is the 

desire to follow Jesus. Comer cites 

Matthew 11: “Take my yoke upon you 

and learn from me” as a call to 

discipleship. If we are to truly walk 

beside him and live as he did (‘the yoke’), 

then we may need to change our lifestyles 

and everyday habits. Comer offers plenty 

of practical ideas on how to achieve this, 

organising the content around four 

pillars: silence and solitude; sabbath; 

simplicity; slowing. You can also 

download his free e-book How to Un-

hurry for further ideas – we are currently 

following this resource at home as part of 

our Lent practice. Our first practice has 

been to make time for God: to sit in 

silence and pray with an open heart. This 

is not as easy as it sounds! But The 

Ruthless Elimination of Hurry has given 

me a good start point and I’m excited for 

this next step on the pilgrim’s journey. 

 

Brigitte Flower 
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Can our church be more 

sustainable? 

 

Initiated by Jenny Tebboth, four of us 

have come together to look at 

contributing to the climate change agenda 

by making our village church more 

sustainable. We are doing this initially 

through participating in Eco Church, run 

by A Rocha, ‘a Christian charity working 

for the protection and restoration of the 

natural world and committed to 

equipping Christians and churches in the 

UK to care for the environment’. Eco 

Church is an awards scheme for churches, 

assessing their level of sustainability by 

means of a survey, leading to a Bronze, 

Silver or Gold award. The on-line survey 

covers five areas of church assets and 

activities: worship and teaching; 

buildings, land, communal and global 

engagement, and personal lifestyle of the 

congregation and has 100 questions to be 

answered. To be eligible for an award, all 

five areas must reach, or exceed, the award 

level.  

We have completed a first run through of 

the survey to assess where we currently 

stand and what we need to do to increase 

our sustainability. The initial results are 

that we are Gold standard for Worship and 

Teaching and Land, and Bronze for 

Buildings and Community and Global 

Engagement; Lifestyle did not reach an 

award level. Overall, this is a positive result 

at this stage, but clearly there is work to do, 

particularly on personal lifestyle. This 

involves promoting sustainability 

principles, such as reducing household 

energy consumption, reducing waste, eating 

ethically sourced food, to our church 

members and encouraging them to adopt 

these in their personal lives; it does not 

involve monitoring what people actually 

do! With help from the congregation, we 

feel that we should be able to achieve a 

Bronze award during 2021.  

As part of our Worship commitment, there 

is going to be a Climate Sunday Service, as 

promoted by Eco Church. This service can 

be held any time before September and is to 

mark the run up to COP 26, the UN Climate 

Change Conference to be held in Glasgow in 

November. We are not yet sure which date 

( pre  Covid!) for voluntary service and 

other such activities. Advancing education 

is the aim.  

 

Now to the Palliser Trust. I attach a 

photograph of Sir Hugh’s memorial close 

to the altar in the Parish Church.  

It is of historical interest for a number of 

reasons. However I draw to your attention 

the wording that shows the creation of Sir 

Hugh’s Foundation. Much has changed but 

the available income from the Foundation 

continues to this day to be applied for 

education within our village. Just another 

small reason why Chalfont St Giles is so 

special. 

 Richard Hanney 
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Safeguarding 
Every parish in the church of England has 

to report regularly to its archdeacon on its 

implementation of safeguarding policy.  As 

a churchwarden I am at this moment filling 

in a form that shows that we are aware of 

all the aspects of the Church policy and are 

implementing them to the best of our 

ability.  Key to this process is our 

safeguarding officer, Antonia Lee, who took 

over this post from Kate Southworth about 

a year ago.  Antonia is a teacher by 

profession and is Head of St Helens 

Preparatory School in Northwood and a 

Designated Safeguarding Lead. Some of you 

may have heard the interesting interview 

she gave to Ian as part of the audio service 

on February 20th.  She is responsible for 

ensuring that a safeguarding system is in 

place and that everyone who has concerns 

will be heard and those concerns 

investigated. 

Safeguarding is sometimes assumed to be 

the same as child protection but it has a 

much wider reach. It applies not just to 

children, though they do of course qualify 

as a vulnerable group, but also to other 

vulnerable people, such as the elderly and 

anyone who has a reduced mental 

capacity for whatever reason. Every 

vulnerable person falls under 

safeguarding and it simply means that 

there are people in place to try to make 

sure that they are kept safe. Child 

Protection is different – any child who is 

being harmed or is at risk of being harmed 

falls under child protection. This means 

that safeguarding is, in effect, universal 

but child protection applies to very few 

children. 

People who are in regular contact with 

any of these vulnerable groups, because of 

the roles they have within the church, 

have to be checked to ensure that they do 

not have a criminal record.  Apart from 

that the job of the safeguarding officer is 

to have a watching brief – to observe 

people’s behaviour towards the 

vulnerable and to notice if anything 

appears to be concerning and also to 

investigate any concerns. It is also 

necessary for any responsible person 

involved in church activities to be aware 

of how others are being treated.  If anyone 

does feel concerned or simply has 

questions then Antonia is the person to 

contact. 

we shall choose, but possibly early July. Do 

let Jenny know if you have any ideas for 

what we could include in the service, more 

details of which will be given in the next 

Church Magazine. 

More information on Eco Church can be 

found on the A Rocha website: https://

ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/, where it is 

possible to view the survey questions, 

useful resources, and more information.  If 

you would like more information on the 

sustainability of our church, have any ideas 

or can help to increase it, please contact: 

Ann Alderson ann@annalderson.com. 

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
mailto:ann@annalderson.com
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Ken Lees 
With the death of Ken Lees at the age of 95 

has lost a long serving faithful and hard 

working  member. From his arrival with 

his family (Mary, Amanda and Rebecca) in 

1970 Ken became a staunch supporter of 

the church serving a PCC member and 

churchwarden as well as on a number of 

committees and was always ready to work 

to support events. 
 

I first knew Ken when he and Mary joined 

the ringers, to be taught by Myles Hawkins 

in, I think, about 1974. His daughter 

Amanda was already ringing and when I 

joined was running the ringing, his other 

daughter Rebecca also learned to ring – so 

we had the whole 

family. Ken was 

always heavily 

involved with, 

and supportive 

of, the church, 

both as a 

sidesman/

welcomer and as 

a churchwarden. 

At one stage 

another ringer, 

Jean Kelly, was 

also a churchwarden so both 

churchwardens were ringers. 

Ken became a good ringer and he and his 

wife Mary were staunch and regular 

members of the Sunday Service band and 

because of their other church commitments 

he was quite happy, when I took other 

members of the band away on weekend 

ringing outings, to stay behind and run the 

ringing. 
 

When the local band proposed to augment 

the bells from six to eight, his position as 

churchwarden was invaluable in smoothing 

the   path to gain PCC approval, helped by 

the then Rector Denham Bayly Jones, (who 

could also ring) and gaining faculty 

approval. He was also a valued worker 

when the ringers installed the frame and 

bells. 
 

Ken & Mary lived in a house deep in 

woodland, so most years, when the 

bluebells were out, they organised an event 

Essentially safeguarding is about caring 

for one another. And thankfully there has 

been a change in culture over the last 

thirty years or so that means that 

vulnerable people are listened to and 

safer.  There are however still disturbing 

cases.  For their meeting in March the PCC 

have been asked to read about and 

consider two cases which have happened 

quite recently in a church environment. 

This is good because it reminds us all of 

our important role in keeping everyone as 

safe as possible. Vulnerable people are 

listened to much more and most of us are 

much more able to spot when something 

untoward is happening.  We need to work 

together and support Antonia to make 

sure that St Giles church is safe for 

everyone. 

Antonia Lee 
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there in aid of church funds. In 1989, he 

had the idea of forming the Friends to 

provide a source of income, from outside 

the church, to contribute to the 

maintenance of the building and thus 

reduce the burden on the PCC. He formed, 

chaired and guided a committee to prepare 

and agree a constitution which was then 

agreed by the PCC, and the Friends came 

into being at Easter 1992. He then stepped 

away from the running of the Friends, 

leaving that to the elected committee, but 

remained, with Mary, a steadfast supporter 

of the Friends events until, following the 

departure of the then Chairman Robin 

Richards in 2004, he agreed to take over as 

Chairman, serving for 9 years before 

retiring in 2013. 
 

He was also a valued member of the 

churchyard working parties and of the 

Fabric Committee where his knowledge of 

the buildings history was invaluable. 

Ken continued to both ring and to serve the 

church until well past his 90th birthday (in 

March 2015) which was celebrated in the 

tower, ringing with our youngest ringer 

(aged 11) and enjoying his birthday cake!

Over the years  I have owed Ken a great 

deal for his help, advice and support  in 

many church activities and I am very 

pleased to have been able to know and 

work with him. 

John Davidge  

EASTER,  
The most joyful day of the year 

Easter is the most joyful day of the year for 

Christians. Christ has 

died for our sins. We 

are forgiven. Christ 

has risen!  We are 

redeemed! We can 

look forward to an 

eternity in His joy! 

Hallelujah! 

 

The Good News of 

Jesus Christ is a message so simple that 

you can explain it to someone in a few 

minutes. It is so profound that for the rest 

of their lives they will still be ‘growing’ in 

their Christian walk with God. 

 

Why does the date move around so much? 

Because the date of Passover moves 

around, and according to the biblical 

account, Easter is tied to the Passover. 

Passover celebrates the Israelites’ exodus 

from Egypt, and it lasts for seven days, 

from the middle of the Hebrew month of 

Nisan, which equates to late March or 

early April. 
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days. This week please pray for the Lord’s 

continued protection of the Haruai, Kobon 

and Minimib people. Their extreme 

isolation and remote location is an 

advantage as long as no-one comes back 

into the area with the virus. If someone 

does, history shows that a new viral 

infection can spread like wildfire and 

decimate people groups, especially if they 

only have access to first aid treatment at 

best, and only if they are able to walk for up 

to half a day on hilly trails to get it. 

John  and Maila Davies  

 

Come and See 
Lots of people are asking deep questions of 

faith at this time.  Come and See is an 

invitation to everyone and anyone who 

feels adrift in this pandemic, whether or 

not they know anything about the Christian 

faith. 

This invitation connects with some kind of 

desire, some kind of unmet need, a sense of 

longing. We need to encourage and equip 

all of God’s people to notice what God is up 

to and who with.  So - why not come and 

see?  You can register to find out more here 

- https://www.oxford.anglican.org/come-

and-see/

News from Papua New 

Guinea 

 

We thank the Lord that nobody was hurt 

when a massive landslide this week swept 

away huge area of Living Word 

Coordinator Matthew Morris’s land, 

including a large part of this year’s 

vegetable gardens to feed the family. This 

is an enormous blow, since the people are 

entirely dependent for their food on what 

they grow themselves. But we thank and 

praise the Lord that the family were not 

working in the garden at the time or they 

would have been buried under hundreds 

of tons of earth as happened to a whole 

family of seven a few years ago. 

We thank the Lord that High School Head 

Teacher Gibson and School Chairman Isaac 

have been able to recruit two new 

teachers. Please pray that they will be able 

to recruit two more teachers, preferably 

Kobon, Haruai or Minimib, who will be 

much more likely to be happy in their own 

area. 

The number of COVID-19 infections in PNG 

has been rising rapidly over the past few 

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/come-and-see/
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/come-and-see/
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You are invited to five online  evening 

reflections during this period of  Lent   

commencing first week in March,  

7.30 pm - 9pm, on Tuesday or Thursday 

evening. There will be a weekly theme 

linked to a section of the Apostle’s Creed 

exploring what this means for our faith and 

our daily life.  

 

To join us on Zoom, please register with the 

Church office on 

saintgileschurch@gmail.com with your 

evening preference.  Dates for your diary:  

Tuesday evening weekly from  

2nd  March to 30 March 

Thursday evening weekly from  

4th March to 1st April  

Easter cont’d  

 

Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first to use 

the Hebrew lunar calendar to come up with 

firm dates for the first Good Friday: Friday 

7th April 30 AD or Friday 3rd April, 33 AD 

with Easter Day falling two days later. 

Modern scholars continue to think these 

two Fridays to be the most likely. 

Most people will tell you that Easter falls 

on the first Sunday after the first full moon 

after the Spring Equinox, which is broadly 

true. But the precise calculations are 

complicated and involve something called 

an ‘ecclesiastical full moon’, which is not 

the same as the moon in the sky. The 

earliest possible date for Easter in the West 

is 22ndMarch, which last fell in 1818. The 

latest is 25th April, which last happened in 

1943. 

 St George—our Patron Saint 
who isn’t English  

The English have a patron saint who isn’t 

English, about whom next to nothing is 

known for sure, and who, just possibly, 

may not have existed at all. But that didn’t 

stop St George being patriotically invoked 

in many battles, notably at Agincourt and 

in the Crusades, and of course it is his cross 

that adorns the flags of English football 

fans to this day. 

 

It’s most likely that St George hwas a sol-

dier, a Christian who was martyred for his 

faith somewhere in Palestine, possibly at 

Lydda, in the early fourth century. At some 

point in the early centuries of the Church 

he became associated with wider military 

concerns, being regarded as the patron 

saint of the Byzantine armies. There is no 

doubt that St George was held as an exam-

ple of the ‘godly soldier’, one who served 

Christ as bravely and truly as he served his 

king and country. 

The story of George and the dragon is of 

much later date and no one seems to know 

where it comes from. By the Middle Ages, 

when George was being honoured in 

stained glass, the dragon had become an 

invaluable and invariable visual element, 

so that for most people the two are insepa-

rable. Pub signs have a lot to answer for 

here: ‘The George and Dragon’. 
 

However, it’s probably more profitable to 

concentrate on his role as a man who wit-

nessed to his faith in the difficult setting of 

military service, and in the end was mar-

tyred for his faithfulness to Christ. 

mailto:saintgileschurch@gmail.com
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 Our Advertisers 
These local companies support the Parish Magazine and provide a wide range of local 

services. Take a look through the following pages to see all the details of our advertis-

ers. 

Keep our village alive and support our local businesses! 

Alan Smith – Handyman 

Austenwood Nursing Home 

BWK – Solicitors 

Chalfont Osteopathic Practice 

H.C. Grimstead – Funeral Directors 

Therese Rogers – Chiropodist 

John Clancy – Electrician 

NC Plumbing 

Preston Lee –Osteopath 

Procare Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 

Rowe House 

T. Byrne & Co – Builders 

W.H.Carden – Doors and Timber supplier 

Yalden’s – Hardware 

Chalfont St. Giles Tennis Club 

Editor's Note: When you use these services, please let them know if you obtained their 

details from the advertisement in the magazine. 
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Subscriptions & Renewals? 

Please contact: 
 Helen Boundy 
 27 Miltons Fields 
 Chalfont St Giles, HP8 4ES  
 
Or email: stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co.uk 
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 Parish Directory 
Parochial Church Council  (area code: 01494) 

Chair John Southworth  581 130  

Hon. Secretary Richard Bolton 870 534 

Hon. Treasurer Mike Baldwin 876 286 

 

Electoral-Roll Officer Kathleen Martin 870 704 

Stewardship Recorder Chris Neville 873 457 

Social-Outreach Team Pat Searle 871 427 

Pastoral-Care Co-ordinator Margaret Carey 762 341 

Sunday School – the Ark Co-ordinator  Kate Southworth  581130 

Chatterbox organiser Frances Hawkins  tbc 

Messy Church Co-ordinator  Kate Southworth  581130 

YZone (group for 11-15s) Co-ordinator  Jenny Tebboth  07708 094 532 

Church Watching Tony Ferguson 07769 361 795  

Reading-Room Bookings Kevin Searle  07825 041 971 

Church Choir Cathy Langdale 581 385 

Bell-Ringing Master John Davidge 873 325 

Flower Guild Mavis Roberts 872 809 

Traidcraft Margaret Dykes 874 511 

Friends of Chalfont St Giles Parish Church Claire Long 875 445 

Safeguarding Officer  Antonia Lee  876647 

 

Parish Magazine Editorial Team   

Editor Kevin Searle 871427 

Advertising / Admin Helen Boundy 582 765 

Email articles: stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co.uk 
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