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 Welcome 
 

Welcome back again to this latest 
edi on of the parish magazine, 
together with a big thank you to the 
many who have contributed ar cles, 
plus of course the print and delivery 
teams. 

The excellent cover display is by Sylvia 
Morrison Moore, more of which you 
will find on page 8. 

Inside you will find ar cles on the 
chari es we support, now including 
CAP—Chris ans Against Poverty, a 
charity of growing relevance in todays 
turmoil. 

A final report on the very successful 
Lent lunches this year is a tes mony to 
the team of volunteers and their 
enthusiasm. 

The programme of children and 
families  events is extensive and 
should be shared around friends and 
families—please pickup extra copies of 
the magazine and pass them on. 

 

 

Editor 

Contents 
3 Rector’s  letter 
4/5 Platinum Jubilee 
6 Churchwardens corner 
7 Paschal candle 
10  Children and families
11 Moonrakers concert
12/15 Charities 
16/18 Mathews gospel 
18 Lent lunches 
20 Traidcraft 
22 Namaah’s garden 
25  Tesco thank you 
26 Reading room history
28 Quiz 

Magazine articles and photos are always 
welcome and can be emailed to:

stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co.uk
or  placed in the pigeon hole in church, 

or the post box by the Plumb gate. 

The next magazine deadline is:
19th August 2022 
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 Rectors le er 
 

Friends, 

It is a very exci ng me for the church as we 
enter into a period of discernment where we will 
pray, fast and listen to what God is calling us to 
do and be in the parish during this extraordinary 

me in the history of the church. It is a strange 
thing to slow down, especially when there is 
momentum building with a new Rector star ng, 
but it is an important me to stop and to listen to 
what God wants us to do and how we can play a part in His bigger plan. We 
do that by listening and invi ng God to guide us as a church into the next 
phase of our life. 

From now un l September God will reveal to us what our mission, vision, 
purpose and what values we will stand on. From September we will look at 
everything that we do and ask whether it now fits in with our new vision/
mission or whether there is something that we can start to do that will 
serve our parish. From January next year we will be building on all of this 
and making it part of our DNA as a church for this season. It is all very 
exci ng! 

While all this is happening there is lots going on behind the scenes to make 
sure that we are working efficiently together across all areas of the church. 
We are building solid founda ons from which we can grow and welcome 
new people to our church where they can find a home. 

One thing that we can be grateful for is all of the good work that has gone 
on previously which we can build on, this has been a very ac ve church 
with lots of fantas c people and that is why we can move so fast through 
this year to implement a new vision. 

Please do join us in praying where God is leading us and making that clear. 

Many blessings, Rev Dan. 
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As a na on, in April we celebrated the Queen’s 96th birthday. She is the 
longest reigning monarch in Bri sh history (70 years compared with Victoria’s 
63 years). Up un l recently she a ended church every week and did a full 
week’s work! 
 
It is her commitment to serving God and the na on which stands out in her 
life. Even before she became Queen, she made a promise, which she has kept 
for over 75 years: ‘I declare before you all that my whole life, whether it be 
long or short, shall be devoted to your service’ (21st birthday broadcast, 21 
April 1947). 
 
What is the secret of the Queen’s consistency of character and service? In 
2002 she said this: ‘I know just how much I rely on my faith to guide me 
through the good mes and the bad. Each day is a new beginning. I know that 
the only way to live my life is to try to do what is right, to take the long view, 
to give of my best in all that the day brings, and to put my trust in God.’ Here 
are wise words from somebody who draws her strength from the Chris an 
Faith and inspira on for those of us who want to make our lives count! 
 
The Queen has been an example of joyful, wise, and generous service on 
behalf of others all her life. Six months before her corona on she asked the 
na on and commonwealth to ‘pray that God may give me wisdom and 
strength to carry out the solemn promises I shall be making, and that I may 
faithfully serve Him and you, all the days of my life.’ Clearly, God has 
answered those prayers!! 
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Churchwardens Corner 

 
 
On the morning of Tuesday May 17th my usually quiet church watch shi  was 
greatly enlivened by the arrival of about 60 Year 1 children from Whitefriars 
School in Harrow.  This had been prearranged and Tony Ferguson had 
organised Ann Newcombe to come and lend a hand as well as coming 
himself. 
We had been asked to talk briefly about the church to the children.  Tony 
kicked off by telling them its age and asking them to imagine what life had 
been like at the me it was built.  The children responded well, in part due to 
Tony’s largesse with a large tub of sweets.  He also did a remarkable 
impression of a hell-fire preacher from the pulpit, while assuring them that 
they were too well behaved to be in any danger.    
Ann then took over and showed them the very old pews at the front of the 
north aisle.  She asked for volunteers to sit in these, to show how people 
were much smaller when they were made.  She also asked them to imagine 
si ng for a very long me on such a hard seat listening to the very long 
sermon from the pulpit. 
Then I talked about the pain ngs, explaining why they were there, why they 
had been covered up and how they were discovered again.  I concentrated 
on Salome doing her limbo dance but did not draw a en on to the head on 
the pla er. 
We all agreed it had been very worthwhile.  The children were a en ve and 
had answered our ques ons well and the teachers and parents were very 
apprecia ve.  We do have a group from Seer Green visi ng in July and we 
will get our presenta on polished up for them.  If anyone knows of any other 
schools who are likely to be visi ng the village and might like to learn about 
the church, please let us know. 
Dan has con nued to se le into the parish and get himself known, not least 
by roaring up and down the High Street on his motorbike.  His energy and 
enthusiasm promise great things. 

Rachel Leonard 



Page 7 

 Cover photo 
 
Whilst Easter has passed I could not let Sylvia’s Easter wonderful 
arrangement pass without comment. 
To me the photo represents more than Easter, it represents hope, 
an cipa on, new growth, suppor ng and nurturing. In fact, in my mind, this 
encapsulates  Dan’s challenge and vision presented at the recent APCM 
mee ng. And hence the presence in this issue of the magazine. 

Editor 

‘THE PASCHAL  CANDLE  AND  THE EASTER  VIGIL’ 

 

 
On Saturday, 16th April at 8pm, an Easter Vigil took place at our church.   It 
was a new     experience for many of those a ending, but for me it was an 
opportunity to be part of my favourite service in the Church calendar.  The 
liturgy of the service is steeped in history, tradi on and symbolism and at the 
centre of it all is the Paschal Candle which symbolises the light of Christ.  The 
ligh ng of candles in church tangibly signifies our faith, our love towards God, 

and sanc fies a service and the building.  The 40 
days of the season of Lent culminates in the sadness 
and emp ness of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday 
and Holy  Saturday.  This is when the Easter Vigil 
takes place filling the church and our lives with the 
light of Christ.    
 
The Easter Vigil, is the first official celebra on of the 
resurrec on of Jesus and begins with the Service of 
Light proclaiming the resurrec on of Christ from the 
dead.  Symbolically, the service begins outside the 
church a er sundown, the church is empty and in 
darkness with the people gathered outside.  A fire is 
then lit in a small brazier, or in our case a fire pit and 
is known as ‘new fire’ which, once lit, is blessed.  
The Paschal candle is then tradi onally marked with 
a cross, the Alpha and Omega and the current year.  

Paschal Candle at the   Sunrise cont’d 
Service on Easter Day 2021 
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 Many Paschal candles are already prepared with these symbols by using a 
transfer. The candle is then marked with five nails, or grains of incense, 
which symbolise the 5 wounds of Jesus. A new taper is lit from the fire and is 
used to light the Paschal candle which is a visible symbol of the Light of 
Christ, the Light of the World.  The Priest carries the newly lit Paschal candle 
to the church entrance and a er stepping inside sings  ‘The Light of Christ’ to 
which the people respond by singing ‘Thanks be to God.’   One of the people 
lights their candle from the Paschal candle which in turn lights another 
candle and ul mately all the candles are burning with the Light of Christ 
from the Paschal candle.  The Priest con nues into the church stopping at 
the crossing at the beginning of the nave repea ng ‘The Light of Christ’ with 
the people   responding.  The Priest reaches the chancel arch or the 
sanctuary and the acclama on is repeated again.  A er this the ’Exultet’ is 
sung.   
 

The Exultet (Rejoice) is an Easter Proclama on telling all the world to be 
glad. It is believed to have originated in the 4th and 5th centuries.  It is quite a 
lengthy song, but a shorter version is o en used.  By the me the Exultant is 
finished the church is filled with the Light of Christ. 
The Vigil then begins, and was originally held throughout the night, wai ng 
for the morning when Christ’s resurrec on was acclaimed.  The Vigil includes 
at least four readings which include The Crea on, the Exodus from Egypt, 
Psalms and prayers.  
 

In many churches what follows is a renewal of Bap smal vows by the people 
gathered there followed by a Eucharist, the first one of Easter, celebra ng 
the resurrec on of our Lord.  
The 2022 Easter Vigil was quickly pulled together by Reverend Dan, as he 
had only recently become our new Rector.  Everyone there had found it a 
lovely experience which added to the forthcoming easter celebra ons.  The 
hope is that Dan will plan a further Easter Vigil for next year and that more 
people will come and experience this wonderful, important beginning to the 
40 days of Easter. 
 

The Paschal Candle con nues to be lit at services throughout Easter to 
Ascension Day.  Some churches celebrate 50 days of Easter when the Paschal 
candle con nues to be used in services through to Pentecost linking Easter  

cont’d  
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and the resurrec on to Pentecost when  Holy Spirit descended on the 
Apostles and other disciples.  A er that the candle is only lit for bap sms 
and some special services throughout the year.   
 
I think you will have gathered by now that I am an avid fan of the Paschal 
candle and the Easter Vigil, it’s hard not to be when I remember all that they 
symbolise.  It is always very special seeing the lighted Paschal candle and 
physical  being reminded of the presence of God in our church. 
 

Sylvia Morrison Moore 

Parish Register 
 
Baptisms: 
13 March 2022 Louis George Gilbert-Chamberlain  
 
 
Funerals: February 26 Nikos MANASSI 

May 1 Aster BONSEY 

January 30 Meta ROBERTS 

March 25 Sidney Joseph SMITH 

March 17 Alan Geoffrey GEAR 

March 13 Timothy COKE 

April 21 Ray PENROSE 

April 22 Graham Alexander ROBB 

May 4 Edna Hilary MURPHY 

LECTIONARY 
As we have moved to a quarterly magazine, and our clergy team occasionally 
use readings not prescribed by the Lec onary, we are not publishing the June, 
July and August readings.  Sunday readings are listed in the Pew Sheet, both 
electronic and paper.  If you would like a copy of the lec onary as it stands, 
please apply to the Administrator at saintgileschurch@gmail.com, or 01484 
870113 
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Much-toured 4-piece band, Moonrakers (harp, cello, stringed instruments, whistles, 
female/male vocals) pride themselves on having brought tradi onal and 
contemporary folk music to new audiences in fes vals, arts centres, churches and 
village halls across the UK in recent years. With songs and tunes from the English, 
Irish and Sco sh tradi on as well as their own composi ons, they’ve been 
described as “startlingly talented” (Oxford Times), with five albums of "exquisite 
music "(BBC) and "truly wonderful" (Wycombe Fes val) performances. Their albums 
have received glowing reviews in the music press (“The real deal”, The Living 
Tradi on; “Upli ing, sensi vely cra ed songs and tunes” FATEA magazine) .To see 
and hear more, go to www.moonrakers.net 
The group have played in Chalfont St Giles before and were very well received.  A 
good audience will ensure a healthy contribu on to church funds and it promises to 
be a very enjoyable evening.   
Tickets will be on sale a er the 10 o’clock services in June and from the Reading 
Room from 11.30 to 2.00 on Thursdays.  Also by phone or email from Rachel. 



Page  12 

 
Charity of the month: The Bible Society 

 
The Parish Church supports financially 5 chari es each year. In addi on, it features 
the work of 6 more chari es. Each month, at one of the 10 am Sunday services, a 
presenta on is made, and special prayers offered for one of the chari es. 
In June our featured charity will be Street Kids Direct. In July, it will be the Bible 
Society. 
In 1800, a Welsh girl, Mary Jones aged 15, having saved up for 6 years, walked 26 
miles barefoot through the Welsh countryside to buy a copy of the Bible.  Her ac ons 
became the inspira on that led to the forma on of the Bible Society.  
The Bible Society now works in over 200 countries to bring the Bible to life; to help 
people around the world engage with it, relate to it, and make sense of it. They do 
everything they can to help individuals and communi es to engage with the Bible 
because they believe that when they do, lives can change – for good. 
In the UK, if we want a Bible, we only have to pop down to a local bookshop or order 
on-line. But it is not so in many countries of the world. There are significant people 
groups who do not even have the Bible available in their mother tongue. Others are 
unable to afford to buy their own Bible. The Bible Society focuses on transla on and 
distribu on projects. They also engage in literacy programmes, leadership training 
and interfaith dialogue. 
In the UK, the Bible Society publishes a range of resources for those new to the Bible 
or wan ng to go deeper in understanding the Bible. They also provide resources for 
different age groups. Why not visit their website (h ps://www.biblesociety.org.uk/
resources/) and explore what is available? 
One effect of the war in Ukraine has been a surge in the demand for Bibles.  As the 
Ukrainian Bible Society has been distribu ng food, clothing and medicines, they have 
also been asked for Bibles. Before the end of March, they had given out their en re 
2022 stock of Bibles for distribu on.   Demand for Bibles has also been high in the 
surrounding countries from those fleeing the conflict. Refugees have been arriving 
with their life in one small bag – o en li le more than their passports, cri cal 
documents and perhaps medicines. People long for the hope and comfort of God’s 
word.  
For Ukrainians in the UK, in addi on to Bibles, the Society also makes available copies 
of “Beyond Disaster, a Survivor’s Guide to Spiritual First Aid” which helps people find 
peace following trauma.   

For further informa on or to make a contribu on visit:  
h ps://www.biblesociety.org.uk 

Peter Miles 
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 As a church, we support five mission agencies 
with a por on of our income.  This year we have 
chosen to start suppor ng Chris ans Against 
Poverty. 

CAP provides free debt help and local community 
groups across the UK. Their free services, run 
with local churches, provide prac cal and 
emo onal support and show people that there is 
always hope. 

Their vision is to see transformed lives, thriving churches and an end to UK 
poverty. 

The work at CAP isn’t just about the people they help. It’s also about inspiring 
churches to see that we can bring hope to their community. Local churches, 
a er all, are God’s hands and feet on earth, and CAP aims to support and 
empower them as they strive to be all that God has called them to be. 

They write, ‘A thriving church isn’t based on size, status or wealth – it’s a 
body of passionate, Christ-centred people commi ed to reaching out beyond 
the four walls of a building. We want to see churches that have become the 
bea ng heart of their communi es, ac vely serving them and bringing the 
hope of Jesus’.  

This lines up very exactly with the stated desire of our church to be outward 
looking and at the heart of our community. To start with, we will simply 
support them with an annual dona on but in me we may be able to develop 
our rela onship with them and set up a local CAP centre.  If you are 
interested in this sort of opportunity, please get in touch with Dan or Jenny.   

Like our support of A Rocha, we may find they do more for us than we do for 
them! 

Jenny Tebboth 
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 Eco Church and lessons from the natural world 
The natural world and faith o en seem to go 
hand in hand.  Jesus himself frequently 
wandered the countryside and riverbanks, as 
well as the shores of the Sea of Galilee.  He 
spoke of God caring for the birds of the field.  

His ministry began and ended with me in a wilderness and a garden 
respec vely.  Then there are the mys cs and saints who lived outdoors, 
dedica ng their lives to God, including of course, famously, St Francis.   In 
nature, God can feel very near, or rather we can be be er a uned to his 
constant presence, which otherwise we all too easily miss.   

Nature is rich with insights too.  I think of Robert the Bruce learning the "if 
at first you don't succeed" lesson as he watched a spider climb and fall, 
climb and fall, me and me again, un l she successfully a ached her silk 
thread.  Once I too no ced a small spider walking across the pages of an 
open Bible in an empty, silent chapel, deep in the countryside.  I was struck 
by how she was unaware of her sacred loca on, and she made me wonder 
how o en we too can be oblivious to God's closeness and to the holiness 
around us.   

We are lucky in Chalfont St Giles with our beau ful surroundings.  Wildlife 
circles high above us, visits our gardens and roams our nearby fields and 
woods.  Our village is even named a er a vegetarian hermit saint who 
withdrew to the solitude of a forest, with only a deer as his companion.  
Cherishing crea on is a key part of my faith.  It is why I am proud to be 
chair of our Eco Church Commi ee and to be the church's champion for A 
Rocha, the Chris an Environmental Charity which we support (there are 
some leaflets about both at the back of the church).   

Of course, God is everywhere, not just in the natural world.  Many most 
sense him at work in the seas of humanity found in our loud, dirty, chao c 
ci es.  St Francis didn't just preach to the birds, he served the poor, the 
outcasts and the needy, and St Giles is the patron saint of the disabled.    
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In suppor ng A Rocha and working to become an Eco Church, we too are 
doing more than protec ng beau ful places and animals and respec ng the 
dignity of crea on.  We are serving God by caring for our poorest global 
neighbours (who are o en the most vulnerable to climate change), by being 
relevant to today's young people (for whom global warming will become 
very real) and by being considerate of our impact on future genera ons, 
whom we will never meet or know.   

In the words of the Archbishop of Canterbury:  

"Reducing the causes of climate change is essen al to the life of faith. It is 
a way to love our neighbour and to steward the gi  of crea on." 

I am pleased to say that on 18th May the Parochial Church Council adopted 
a two-year Eco Church plan, which focuses our environmental efforts, 
complemen ng our priority to grow the church.  Please look out for more 
detail on the church website soon.  We would love your support. 

Keith Wood-Smith 

All Together Community is a not for profit organisa on. 
We run a Community Fridge in 
Chalfont St Giles, it’s in Blizzards Yard 
car park behind the Library. Opening 
hours are Wednesday and Saturday 
10am-12noon. We collect surplus food 
from local supermarkets, allotments 
and other businesses which we store 
in our container. Our main aim is to 

reduce food waste going to landfill so is open to everyone.  Hope to see you 
there! 

 

We also run tea par es for older people in the village, they are held twice a 
month on a Monday a ernoon at The Youth Club and Scout Hall. It’s a chance 
to chat, socialise and enjoy refreshments. 
If you would like to come to our tea par es, would like more informa on or 
would like to volunteer with the Community Fridge.  
Please get in touch  —  Louise - 07956190291     info@alltogethercic.co.uk 
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 What did Jesus mean when He talked about Hell? Is Hell a place, as depicted 
in mediaeval paintings, and, now, the popular imagination, where a vengeful 
God dispatches His enemies? Or should the gospel of Hope outweigh the fear 
of eternal damnation? 

 

In the 6th part of the series of extracts from ‘A Devotional Commentary on 
Matthew’s Gospel’, by Mavis Flower, we consider Jesus’ teaching on Hell in 
the context of other references in the New Testament. 

 
Matthew 5:22, 29, 30. The Hell of Fire.   

‘But I say to you…..whoever says ‘You fool’, shall be liable to the hell of fire’. 

‘If your right eye….or your right hand, cause you to sin, cut it off and cast it 
from you. It is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole 
body be cast into hell’. 

These verses as we have seen are to do with rela onships. In verses 21-27, 
Jesus is concerned with the rela onship of the believer with his brother. The 
commandment says ‘Thou shalt not kill’, but Jesus goes further. He says ‘do 
not be angry with your brother’, and especially ‘do not call him a fool’, for the 
punishment for this is so great that it could incur the judgement of ‘the hell of 
fire’. (verse 22). Your gi  at the altar is worthless if you are not reconciled to 
your brother. 

Three mes in this chapter, hell is men oned by the Lord Jesus. (verses 22, 
29, 30.)  Hell or Hades is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew Sheol, of which 
the Old Testament speaks, especially in the Psalms, a place to which it was 
thought the souls of people went a er death, the soul being that part of a 
person which survives death . 

This place was also known as Gehenna, a reference to a place outside 
Jerusalem where in earlier mes, human sacrifice had been offered to the god 
Moloch, a sacrifice made by fire. It had come to be seen as symbolic of what 
could happen to people a er death if they did not obey the law. Jesus was 
using symbolism that was familiar to them, but was not an actual loca on 
beyond the earth.  

In Ephesians 4:9, we read that a er Jesus died, He descended into hell, 
perhaps indica ng that whatever the place where unbelieving souls went 



Page 17 

 a er death, Jesus was able to go to them and give them an opportunity to 
rise with Him to some different place or realm.  

Peter also writes  that Jesus was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in 
the spirit in which He went and preached to the spirits in prison who formerly 
did not obey, perhaps giving them a further opportunity for repentance.  
(1 Peter 3:18,19.)   But in 2 Peter 3:7, Peter is very sure that ungodly men will 
be punished, and leaves the mode of punishment unspecified.  

We are probably not concerned so much about the des ny of really wicked 
people as with people whom we have known and loved, who have lived 
decent lives, who were warm and generous and kind but yet did not have 
faith. Thankfully we are not in a posi on to judge what may have transpired 
in the heart of anyone, least of all those facing death. We do know that we 
have a loving and merciful God, and we reject the atheist’s claim that there is 
no God, especially that there is no God of mercy, and also reject the beliefs of 
those who believe that there is no part of a human being which survives 
death. Though they are of course en tled to their viewpoint, we read in 
Ephesians  2:12 that to have no belief in God is to be without God and to be 
without  hope in the world.  

The use of the word ‘hell’ shows the seriousness of the situa on of those 
who turn their backs on Jesus, or who are ignorant of His claim upon their 
lives.  There is an eschatological judgement, a me of judgement at the end 
of me, described in Ma hew 7:21 and Ma hew 25:30 and 46, where the 
concept though not the term hell is described as a place of punishment.  

We can only re-affirm that we believe God to be a merciful Judge. Paul 
writes: ‘We must all stand before the judgement seat of God, (Romans 
14:10), and each of us must give account of himself to God. (verse 12)  He 
also writes: ‘O death, where is thy s ng? O grave, where is thy victory? The 
s ng of death is sin, the strength of sin is the law’.   (1 Corinthians 15:55. A.V. 
margin).   Hell has no terrors for those who know the Lord Jesus. Their 
responsibility is to love and pray for others, that they might have  an 
openness of heart, and the kind of hunger only He can sa sfy…..this is what 
we pray for them, for we know that God will not lightly condemn those for 
whom His Son shed His precious blood.  



Page  18 

 
If heaven is where we see Jesus face to face, (1 Corinthians 13:12), then hell 
is the opposite, a place where we cannot see Him, where we are eternally 
and en rely separated from Him, where we cannot talk to Him, pray to Him, 
receive His comfor ng presence and assurance of salva on. For most of us, 
that would be hell indeed.  

Hell: separation from God.  Heaven: to see His face. 

Mavis Flower 

The lunches this year made a near record 
profit of £2837! 
The commitment to run Lent lunches in 2022 
was made back in September of last year; 
more a step forward in faith not knowing how 
the pandemic would pan out in the following 
months. 
By December it was fairly clear that the 
lunches could go ahead and Kathleen Mar n 
started on bringing together a team of helpers, 
ranging from making soup, preparing and 

clearing the Reading Room each week, servers, washers up, soup deliveries to 
local businesses,  adver sing, and purchase of vast quan es of cheese, bread 
and bu er. In all the team size must have topped 30. 
 
Friday 4th March arrived, and at 11:30am an expectant team waited to a end  
for the first customers, and waited!  By 12 noon there were a few worried 
looks, and no customers.  Five minutes later though customers started dri ing 
in a fairly steady stream, but numbers were nowhere near pre pandemic 
levels.  The order levels for deliveries to shops and local businesses however 
were as for previous years, as were the many compliments and 
encouragements received during the delivery rounds. So,  week one had  
gone quite well, numbers a ending were down but not unexpectedly given  
cau on by many on social gathering. 
The following morning there was a big surprise wai ng—the total takings 
were far in excess of what we had expected from the numbers a ending the  
previous day. That pa ern con nued throughout the six weeks of the lunches. 
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 A endances varied markedly from week to week, but always the takings 
were in excess of what we would have expected in past years. It was very 
clear that many, if not all, those suppor ng the lunches were being very 
generous in their dona ons. 
It was encouraging to see that so many  of those coming for lunch were not 
from our immediate “church family” so giving the team to engage with them 
and share  the background to the lunches and the work of our church.  The 
lunches have two objec ves, first is raising funds for chari es with local 
connec ons, and the second is outreach. So both objec ves were met! 
 

At the end of six weeks we finished with a total profit  beyond expecta ons. 
This was down to excellent organisa on, a very big willing hardworking team, 
and very generous dona ons by those who came for lunch. 
 

The profit will be shared between Street Kids Direct (covered in the previous 
issue of the magazine) and the Reading Room. We will report on exactly how 
the dona on to Street Kids Direct has been used in the next issue.  For the 
Reading Room there is an ongoing assessment of what the future demands 
on the facility should, or are likely to be. Once that assessment is complete 
the outcome will be reported in, hopefully, the next issue of the magazine. 
 

Just as this entry for the magazine was being completed an email popped up 
on screen with an update on Street Kids Direct as follows: 

 

An update from Steve and Lindsey at Street Kids Direct 
 

Steve and Lindsey did find the new building they were looking for – a lot 
quicker than they thought they were going to - and it is a lot larger than their 
old building. The table that was once filled over half of the room is a lot 
smaller in comparison the new house and it also has a reading corner. They 
se led back in almost immediately when they got back from England, and it 
was all set up for them when they did. The new government in Honduras is 
working out amazing as they are pu ng new child safeguarding procedures 
which will not only benefit 50 kids in their program but all the kids in Talanga.  
 

By Bethan Slater 
More updates will follow. 2023 lunches start on 24th February. 

Kevin Searle 
   



Page  20 

 
TRAIDCRAFT: LIVING THE BIBLE 

 
 
Refilling 
Our campaign to reduce plas c by returning bo les for refills is going very 
well, we are low on washing up liquid bo les, so if you have any spare please 
let me know and if you haven’t yet tried our Bio D products why not give 
them a go. 
 
Food Bank Update 
You have indeed achieved a milestone, in the 25 months since we began on 
this challenging pathway you have donated collec vely £ 50,000 which we 
have spent buying ethically sourced and fairly traded quality goods 
requested by and delivered to the Food bank. The original challenge around 
the first covid lockdown was superseded by the second and third and then 
cost of living challenges driven by rising costs, infla on bea ng fuel price 
rises and the consequences of the terrible tragedy unfolding in Ukraine for 
food and fuel prices, I could go on! It put me in mind of the 10 plagues of 
Egypt as described in Exodus, one wonders what will come next. 
 

Throughout all of these challenges your generous support has been 
fundamental in enabling those in most need to be given a helping hand and 
again demonstra ng the value of our service allowing the food bank to 
provide a balanced range of goods in support of their clients. Thank you so 
much. 
We feel that we must con nue to do what we can and remain eternally 
grateful for your support without which this work could not con nue. 
 
 If you are aware of any families or individuals who need help from the 
food bank a call to the dedicated number 01494 785660 is all they need to 
do to arrange an emergency delivery 
 
Turning a small farm into a strong business 
This spring, Traidcra  are celebra ng farming entrepreneurs in Kenya who 
are proving trade is a powerful tool to build secure futures, for themselves 
and their families. 
Munyis Kinyaga is doing exactly that, by turning his small farm into a strong 
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business. Munyis was not always a farmer; he grew up as a herdsman,
protec ng his family’s livestock while his siblings a ended school. This 
educa on gave his siblings opportuni es: 
“My brothers have studied, they have put in that effort to the point where 
they are able to earn their living using papers (cer ficates, diplomas and 
degrees)”. 
Recognising Munyis’ sacrifice, his father bought him a farm in Manyagalo. 
With no farming experience, this was a blessing but also a challenge for 
Munyis. 
Ambi ous and hardworking, he grasped every opportunity to learn, not only 
taking on training in crop yields, trusted seed suppliers and nego a on, 
but also by volunteering a por on of his land as a demonstra on farm and 
joining a farmers group. 
Today, Munyis’s farm is as successful a business as his brothers’ formal jobs, 
and once again, his hard work is benefi ng others - all four of his children go 
to school. 
“I have to educate them,” Munyis says empha cally. “If I didn’t make it to 
school, then let them.” 
 
But as global food prices rise dras cally farmers are feeling the effects and 
things are set to get worse as years of drought and erra c rain take their toll.  
In Kenya basic food costs in the project areas have already risen by 20-30%, 
public transport by 40% and fer liser costs are up as much as 175%.  Fuel 
costs are skyrocke ng, so it’s more expensive to get goods to market and 
this then cuts into the profits needed to buy next season’s seeds and 
fer lisers.   
 
Munyis’s story is repeated all over the developing world and Traidcra  is 
helping many to succeed by offering training and contact with other local 
farmers. Support is given every me you buy a product from Traidcra .  For 
a full list of products please visit Traidcra shop.co.uk or give me a call.  
Alterna vely you can donate to Traidcra  direct.  
 

Margaret 01 494 874511 



Page  22 

  Noah's Wife: The Story of Naamah (C) Text 1996 Sandy Eisenberg Sasso. 
Permission granted by Jewish Lights Publishing, Woodstock, VT. 

"Naamah" is pronounced "NAY-ma." 

In the me when the world was s ll young, plants and animals and people 
filled all crea on. But the people were not always kind to one another. 

In earth's garden, there lived a man named Noah and a woman named 
Naamah. God said to Noah and Naamah, "There is too much hate on earth 
and in people's hearts. But your hearts are good, and you can help me begin 
again." 

God said to Noah, "Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. Do this quickly, for I 
am about to bring a great flood to destroy all that is under the sky. Bring two 
of every animal that lives on this earth, birds and ca le and creeping things of 
every kind. Gather enough food for you and for them and store it in the ark." 

Then God called out to Naamah, "Walk across the land and gather the seeds 
of all the flowers and all the trees. Take two of every kind of living plant and 
bring each one onto the ark. They shall not be for food, but they shall be your 
garden, to tend and to keep. Work quickly. The rains begin tomorrow." 
Naamah ed an apron of many pockets around her waist and walked through 
all of the earth's fields and gardens. She journeyed into the forest and 
carefully gathered the spores from the moss that made a carpet at her feet. 
She placed them in the cool deep pockets of her apron, away from the light of 
the sun. 

She came upon the giant redwoods. They carried their cones too high for her 
hands to reach. "God," called Naamah, "blow me a wind so that the redwoods 
will let go of their seeds and I may gather them." Just then a fierce howling 
sound blew through the forest and soon at Naamah's feet were the cones of 
the redwoods. 

Naamah picked acorns from the oak trees, and nuts from the pecan and 
pistachio. The winged seeds of the maples snapped under the gentle pull of 
her hands. She carefully li ed the seedlings of the cedar and cypress, the 
persimmon and plum. She found every tree, from acacia to ziziphus. 

Naamah walked into the fields right past the dandelions, pretending not to 
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 no ce their feathery yellow heads sprou ng over the grass. "Naamah," 
called God, "gather the seeds of every living plant!" And Naamah knew that 
God meant the dandelions too. Reluctantly, she placed their seeds in her 
pockets with all the others. Because Naamah had ignored them, God made 
certain that dandelions would cover the earth. 

Naamah gathered the seeds of the sunflowers and bu ercups, the orchids 
and jasmine. The fields blossomed with dahlias and daffodils, lilies and 
lavender. She picked two of every kind and planted them in red clay pots to 
carry onto the ark. She collected all the flowers, from the amaryllis to the 
zinnia. 

Tomatoes burst with seed and avocado pits rested in their green fruit. The 
fields were ripe with potatoes and pomegranates, oranges and okra, lima 
beans and lemons. Naamah carried large straw baskets to hold all the 
varie es of fruits and vegetables, everything from apples to zucchini. 

When Naamah had collected the seeds and seedlings of every living plant 
upon the earth, she arranged every plant and seed, each in its special place 
on the ark. Then she made a sign that said: 

NAAMAH'S GARDEN—these plants are not for food. 

Then the sun disappeared, lightning flashed and thunder boomed. Dark 
clouds filled the sky and rain poured from the heavens un l the waters 
covered all the lime green aspens and the emerald green pines. 

Noah and Naamah looked out over the waters and were sad for all that had 
been destroyed. For forty days and forty nights the skies never brightened, 
and the rains never ceased. 

On the ark, Noah and Naamah cared for the lions and the leopards, the 
porcupines and parrots, the opossums and orangutans. Some of the animals 
liked to eat in the day, and others wanted to eat at night. Just as the squirrels 
closed their eyes for the evening, the owls hooted for food. 

There were as many sounds as there were animals on the ark. The coyotes 
howled, the snakes hissed and the peacocks shrieked; the noise never 
stopped. Water was everywhere, but there was none for a bath. The smell of 
the animals filled the ark. 
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At these mes Noah and Naamah would breathe the sweet aroma of the 
flowers and sit in the quiet of the plants that they called Naamah's garden. 
They prayed for the rains to stop. 

A er forty days and forty nights, a rushing wind rolled over the waters and 
the rains ceased. The ark rested on the mountains of Ararat. When Naamah 
and Noah looked out the window atop the ark, they saw the black sky so en 
into shades of blue. 

Finally the ground was dry and firm. Two by two, Noah led the animals from 
the ark. Some pranced, some flew, some slithered, and in this way they 
spread out over the earth. 

Naamah carefully placed all the seeds and seedlings in the deep pockets of 
her apron. As soon as she set foot on the new land, Naamah knelt down, put 
her hands into the so  moist earth, and made small cradles in which to plant. 
She placed downy tu s of milkweed seeds in her palms and held them up to 
the sky to let the wind carry them in all direc ons. 

Naamah took off her sandals and let her feet sink into the so  soil. She sighed 
with delight at the touch of the land. Morning gave way to a ernoon, and 
Naamah worked without rest. As she pa ed the earth around a small 
raspberry bush, a dark red berry fell generously into her hand. The taste of 
ripened raspberry refreshed her. 

God saw all that Naamah had planted and God said, "Because of your great 
love for the earth, I will make you guardian of all living plants." For a single 
moment, God gave Naamah's eyes the vision to see into the future and from 
one end of the earth to the other. She saw how the seeds were carried great 
distances, and how they landed so ly on the so  ground. As God had 
promised, dandelions were everywhere. 

Naamah delighted in how the trees grew tall and spread umbrellas of shade 
over the earth. Flowers sprinkled yellow, peach and lilac over the fields. To 
this day whenever someone digs in the earth and plants a seed, Naamah's 
garden con nues to grow. 

Richard Bolton 
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Tesco’s Community Champion.

A Thank you to Tesco.  
 
Before Mothering Sunday ,  l asked at the Amersham Tesco if l could contact 
the new Tesco Community Champion ; the previous one who was very 
helpful ,  had moved to Devon.  
 

I was given the email address of BJ Taylor and we corresponded by email. 
He  was interested in finding out about the communi es served by 
the  Amersham Tesco Store. We arranged to meet in the Car Park in Chalfont 
ST. Giles behind the Co-Op on Friday  18th March.  
 

BJ was interested in mee ng the volunteers in the library .  We visited Rennie 
Grove Charity Shop and met Sally Baily who is in charge of the shop , saw the 
village shops, Deli, Pubs and coffee shop .  Then went into the Reading Room 
for the Lent Lunch where BJ met several members of the community and  our 
new Rector Dan Beesley  . He stayed to enjoy  the soup, bread and cheese of 
the Lent Lunch. 
 

BJ Taylor also wished  to visit the Church which he enjoyed. He has suggested 
he returns again as we were unable due to me available to visit the Youth 
Club in Narcot Lane.  
Through Tesco’s Community projects , we were given a gi   voucher to buy 
flowers for the Mothering Sunday flowers which we  appreciated. The flowers 
were made into small bouquets in the Vestry by several church members. 
Through Tesco BJ Taylor donated  the coloured Easter eggs for the Easter Egg 
Hunt in the Churchyard on Easter Day which was  much appreciated. 
The  surplus  Easter eggs  were given to Sui Jefferson for her Youth Group later 
that week.  
BJ Taylor welcomes any  enquiries for help with contribu ons within the 
communi es. He can be contacted by email on  UK2020@tesco.com 
 
Thank you. 
It’s been a pleasure working with Tesco’s Community Champion. 
 

Mary Bentall   
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Reading Room History 

 

This ar cle should be more aptly be tled 
“Lack of Reading Room history”! This 
ar cle is wri en somewhat tongue in 
cheek in an a empt to find out more 
about the history of the building. 
Hopefully there may be  reader(s) of this 
ar cle who can throw more light on the 
subject, and/or correct the errors in this ar cle. Dan is par cularly interested 
in finding more background, and so any feedback would be helpful. 

From various records and informa on via the web the building is 17th century 
grade 2 listed, as is the Old Rectory. As both buildings were owned by the 
church it is possible that they were constructed at the same me. The fact 
that the building started as an infants school suggests that may have been so. 
In the late 19th century amendments were made to the building and it then 
became the Reading Room as we know it today, but also func oned as a 
registry office un l about the 1970’s. 

Chalfont St Giles is in the Diocese of Oxford, but only since 1845; previously it 
was in the Diocese of Oxford. Enquiries lodged with the archives of both 
Dioceses failed to bring up any further informa on on the background we are 
seeking. 

A the map of the village in 1892, and ordnance survey map around that me 
show the Old Rectory with presumed boundaries stretching along the High 
Street, including the Reading Room, as far as the Feathers pub; it is also 
presumed that all that land was owned by the Diocese of Oxford. 

The Reading Room includes an extension, consis ng of a kitchen and 
cloakroom/toilet facili es. Ten years ago repairs to the kitchen floor were 
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required when it was discovered part of the floor was “floa ng”. The cause 
was ro en floor support mbers. Part of the floor had to be taken up and in 
the process a sec on was found to be inscribed by the men working on, one 
assumes, the construc on of the extension. 

The sec on shows the names and date on which the work was being carries 
out – January 30th 1908. The photo below is not as clear as the original but 
some detail can be seen. Many of the family names are s ll present in the 
village. 

The above suggests that the extension was built in 1908. The next 
observa on is that the roof of the extension matches that of the public 
conveniences and that they are con guous. Does that mean the 
conveniences were constructed at the same me? Irrespec ve of the ming, 
were the conveniences constructed on “church land”? If so was ownership of 
that sec on of the land transferred to the parish council?  There may be a 
record trail in local council archives. Given that Chiltern District Council was 
not formed un l 1974, and  is now part of the unitary Buckinghamshire 
Council archive searches may not be that easy. 

Here I end my disserta on and ask all readers if they can add any further 
informa on to this ar cle. 

Kevin Searle 
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Book Quiz 

 
I had absolutely no feedback for my church cryp c quiz in the last magazine 
(though plenty of apprecia ve feedback for my ar cle about underwear and 
the Antarc c – thank you) but being nothing if not a persistent op mist I 
offer you another quiz and the answers to the last one. 

 

The following are all clues to the tles of well-known books.   
 

Kylie Minogue, Jimmy Krankie, Queen Victoria  (6,5)
Captain of the campanologists  (3,4,2,3,5) 
39 and 27  (3,5) 
Pan-mender, sewer, fighter, looker   (6,6,7,3)
Imperial hue (3,5 or 6,6) 
Balvenie, Highland Park, Teachers. Bells (6,6)
A wind-up in Seville (1,9,6) 
Not exactly a cosy dwelling (5,5) 
Eternal carbon  (8,3.7) 
 Champion angler (4,2,3,5) 

 

Answers to the church quiz: 1. Font 2. Pillar 3. Pew 4. Nave 5. Tower 6. Aisle 
7. Hassock 8. Bu ress 9. Choir 10. Chancel 

 

Rachel Leonard 

On the light side 
 

The vicar (maybe Dan) had technical problems with the sound system 
one Sunday. Instead of star ng the service as usual with ‘The Lord be 
with you’, he mu ered: “There’s something wrong with the 
microphone.” 
Not hearing this, the congrega on responded: “And also with you.” 
 
Stress makes you believe everything has to happen immediately. 
Faith reassures you that everything happens in God’s ming. 
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This magazine is free 

 
Its because we want to be able to 
share and inform everyone of  the 
work of our church in the village and 
beyond.  We don’t want that 
objec ve to be constrained by cost.
Feel free to pick up a copy in church, 
or the Old Post House any me; and 
share it with friends 
If you like what you read then maybe  
consider receiving it via our mailing 
list (contact details foot of inside back 
cover); s ll free but if you want to 
make a dona on then payment can 
be made in three ways: 

· Cheque by post, in the post box  
just by the Plumb gate, or in the 
pigeon hole at the back  of church,  
made out to  CSG Parish Church 
(marked on back Magazine) and 
addressed to:  

 

Treasurer 
Chalfont Giles Parish Church
Chalfont St Giles, Bucks HP8 4QF 

· BACS details as follows 
Account : PCC of Chalfont St Giles
Sort code : 60-05-50 
Account no : 03602796 
Ref: Magazine + Your ini als 

 
 

Magazine ar cles are always 
welcome 
Just send your ar cle to 
stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co
.uk or post it in the le erbox just 
inside the entrance to the 
churchyard next to Frosts. 
 
Ar cles do not have to be “church 
related” they can cover any topic  
that is related to and of interest to 
Chalfont St Giles and immediate 
areas.  
Ar cles can be submi ed any me 
during the year and will appear in 
the next edi on, subject to being 
received by the deadline date—
always found on page 3 of each 
edi on. 
 
Any queries please contact via the 
email address above or call 0782 
504 1971. 
 

Editor 
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 Parish Directory 

 
Parochial Church Council  (area code: 01494) 

Chair Tom Boundy  582 765 

Hon. Secretary Richard Bolton 870 534 

Hon. Treasurer John Southworth   581130 

 

 

Electoral-Roll Of icer Kathleen Martin 870 704 

Stewardship Recorder Chris Neville 873 457 

Social-Outreach Team Pat Searle 07719 121574 

Pastoral-Care Co-ordinator Margaret Carey 762 341 

Chatterbox organiser Janelle  Stevenson  265908 

Messy Church Co-ordinator  Janelle  Stevenson  265908

YZone (group for 11-15s) Co-ordinator  Jenny Tebboth  07708 094 532

Church Watching Tony Ferguson 07769 361 795  

Reading-Room Bookings Kevin Searle  07825 041 971 

Church Choir Cathy Langdale 581 385 

Bell-Ringing Master John Davidge 873 325 

Flower Guild Mavis Roberts 872 809 

Traidcraft Margaret Dykes 874 511

Friends of Chalfont St Giles Parish Church Claire Long 875 445 

Safeguarding Officer  Vacant   

 

Parish Magazine    

Editor Kevin Searle 0782 504 1971 

Email articles: stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co.uk 




