The Parish Church of Chalfont St Giles
in the Bene ice of Chalfont St Giles with Seer Green and Jordans
www.chalfontstgilesparishchurch.com
Rector

Dan Beesley (01494) 872097

07590123603

Associate Minister (Holy Trinity Seer Green)

Rev Jez Carr (from 28th Sep)

Bene ice Assistant Priest *
Bene ice Curate *
Interim Children
& Families Worker *

Rev Jenny Tebboth
Rev Paul Henderson

07708 094 532
(01494) 764 367

Janelle Stevenson

(01494) 265908

Bene ice Licensed Lay Minister *
Church Wardens

Linda West
Rachel Leonard
Jenny Wilson

(01494) 673 821
(01494) 872791
(01494) 871275

Deputy Church Warden

Melainé Teahan

(01494) 873 457
* part-time

Parish Administrator
Sylvia Valentine saintgileschurch@gmail.com
Vestry of ice: (01494) 870 113,

See inside back cover for details of other Parish roles
How to Contact the Magazine Team
Put your copy in the post rack at the back of church (in the slot "Magazine
Articles")
Email your copy to: stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co.uk
Please send diary dates to:
Church - Parish Of ice at: saintgileschurch@gmail.com
or (01494) 870 113
Secular - stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co.uk
Chalfont St Giles Parish Magazine is edited, produced
and distributed entirely by volunteers.
Page 1

Welcome
Welcome back again to the latest
edi on of the magazine, together with
a big thank you to the many who have
contributed ar cles, without which we
wouldn’t have a magazine! Plus of
course the print and delivery teams.

The front cover display shows our
wonderful church bathed in
September sunlight. The back cover
shows the Lords prayer, ten
commandments and creed above the
chancel arch .
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Dan’s ar cle on the vision and way
forward for the growth and purpose of
this church is the ﬁrst and the key
ar cle in this issue.
Many topics are covered in this issue
namely the Harvest service, children
and families ac vi es, our promo on
to a silver Eco award, Traidcra , the
Lambeth conference and Milton’s
garden, and more.
Enjoy!

Editor

Rector’s letter
Churchwardens corner
Vestry and village view
Harvest festival
Lambeth conference
Children and families
Mission to seafarers
Mathews gospel
Eco church
Traidcraft
Miltons garden
Book review
Film Quiz

Magazine articles and photos are always
welcome and can be emailed to:
stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co.uk
or placed in the pigeon hole in church,
or the post box by the Plumb gate.
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The next magazine deadline is:
18th November 2022

Rectors letter
Friends,
Ever since the irst foundational stone of
our beautiful church was laid in the
12th century there has been a physical
presence to the glory of God in Chalfont
St Giles. There would have been some
sort of witness here before the church
was built, there might have been visiting
monks ministering to the local population
and when the growing Christian
population reached a critical mass, plans for a church would have been
made. Ever since those irst Christians arrived in Chalfont St Giles there
has been a constant Christian community witnessing and serving their
local community. Thousands of people have served in our church in
many different ways over these years, some have left their mark such as
those who did the paintings and there are many others we will never
know about. With the truth of the gospel and the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, Christianity has thrived in our village and it is now our
generation who are called to continue to serve our community and
preach the gospel to all that live in our parish.

This is why we have been discerning a new vision, mission and values
for our church, trying to understand what God is calling us to do and be
to our village community as the body of Christ. Our discernment
process started for us with the Parish Pro ile which attracted me to
apply for the position as your Rector and then the interview process in
which the panel and myself both discerned God’s call for me to serve
here.

Page 3

We then as a church started to re lect on Jeremiah 29:4-14 with a special
focus on verse 7 over a number of weeks. Taking the responses gathered
from this period of discernment from the whole church, the PCC went on
an Away Day to continue discerning. We looked at where we are as a
church, we did some blue sky thinking of what could be and then we
looked at what we could achieve over the next few years. We then moved
on to look at values, purpose and mission. It was a very fruitful day and it
was good to come together with the elected leadership of the church to
discern further together and to share in fellowship.
I then went on a day retreat with all of the information that has been
given and discerned. I wanted to spend some time with God, listening to
Him and formulating what our new values, vision and mission will be.
What I can report back in this article is that these have not all been fully
discerned, but they will be. What is important is that we don’t rush
anything and get it wrong, we need to be aligned with what God is calling
us to do and understanding that sometimes takes time!
What is clear and has been very clear since I irst started here is that we
are being called, once again, to be the spiritual heart of the parish. After
the pandemic and now with the huge inancial uncertainty that many
people will face with the rise in energy and food prices and in lation
continuing to go up our parish needs us. If there is one thing that I have
learnt over the past 2 years it is that the only certain hope that we can
give and will never change is the hope that Jesus gives us.
I have had many conversations with people from the parish and when I
have talked to them about the church being the church that is for the
parish and us as Christians living our lives actively alongside them, people
only responded to me with positive comments. So we might not have
discerned exactly what the right words are for our mission statement, but
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we know exactly what God is calling us to do and that all comes back to
Jeremiah 29:7.
We are called as the people that God has called to this parish to pray for it
and to live our lives amongst the people here, serving them, helping them
and sharing the good news and the hope of Jesus Christ with them. The
time has now come for this church to thrive once more and for the church
to be full for our services of people praising and worshiping God.
I am very excited about the future for our church and I am very blessed to
be called to serve everyone here. A word that I used in my interview was
the word 'thriving' and that was in response to being asked where I see
the bene ice in three years' time. I have now been here 7 months, that
means we have 29 months to go and this will only be achieved be praying
for it and doing it.
So let's go!

Rev Dan.

Churchwardens Corner
Dear Parishioners,

Well, here we are with September upon us, and
what a glorious summer it has been! Although one
can’t ignore the somewhat downside of days and
days of glorious sunshine in a usually ‘scattered
showers and rain’ UK - our thoughts go to the
farmers and all those impacted by the droughtstricken areas.
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As the summer draws to a close and we approach the harvest and time of
Thanksgiving, my mind and heart is turning to all that I must be grateful
for – family, friends, home comforts, a ful illing career and more. Despite
the hard times and sadness for many, I am also conscious of the multiple
things we have to be thankful for in Chalfont St Giles, within our church
community and the wider village. 2022 has brought us Dan Beesley and
soon Jezz Carr, to lead us as we seek to love and serve God together and
forge a path forward in our Bene ice. Exciting times ahead, I know, and so
much that has gone before that I’d like to take a moment to recognise.
There are so many of you who contribute to church life, quietly,
consistently, willingly and seeking no accolades or praise. May I take this
very public forum and moment to thank you most sincerely for the hours
and hours you give – be it to the general running of the church – inance,
maintenance, administration, welcoming, church watch, cleaning,
churchyard care, prayers, readings, choir involvement and more; or to the
special occasions of weddings with bellringing and beautiful lowers,
Chatterbox, Lent Lunches, Rendezvous and other times of togetherness;
or baptisms, interments and funerals that need attention and time; or
pastoral care, coffee get togethers, home visits, school activities and wider
community efforts; or faithfully attending worship Sunday after Sunday
with a smile on your face and a kind word for someone in the pew next to
you. You are amazing, generous servants of God, thank you so much for all
that you do, have done and no doubt will continue to do. You have created
the solid foundations of our church and you are a vital part of the future.
We salute you and are so excited to continue this journey with you!
Best wishes,
Jenny Wilson on behalf of the churchwardens
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View from the Vestry
I was going to tell you all about the new-to-us computer in the of ice, and the
new church management software, but as I don't know what to make of that all
yet, it will have to wait.
So I thought I’d tell you all about our communion wine. I irst had to order more
when I was new in the job, four years ago. So I looked around for a good deal,
and ordered. And then I realised I’d ordered from a South African vineyard
which makes the wine from organic grapes, and has its Fair Trade credentials
veri ied by the Institute for Market Ecology (running several programs to ensure
the improvement of living and working conditions for the farm workers and
their families). And keeps vineyard pests at bay with the help of a herd of Indian
Runner Ducks.
Communion wine comes in red and white (If you fancy a go with a white,
(Chenin Blanc and Muscat) have a word with Dan) and has the same sweetness
as port, so it lasts for a few weeks after being opened. The brand name is
‘Poterion’, which is the New Testament Greek word for ‘wine cup’.
Sylvia

A different view from the village green!

Was Dan having a rest,
or was it a close arrest!
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Public worship
‘The Greeks have several words to describe various types of love, but one
of these stands out: Agape is the unique and distinctive love that God has
for each one of us and is revealed to us in our Lord Jesus Christ.
As receivers of God’s agape love, we should take every opportunity to
praise him. The importance of public praise in worship was rediscovered
in 18C writings by Handle that inspired the Hallelujah chorus ‘For the
Lord our God the almighty reigns’ (Luke 1:33 and Rev 19:6).
Worship is sometimes applied to all of a Christian’s life, and it is rightly
said that everything in our life should be an act of worship.
Public worship is the activity of glorifying God in his presence with our
voices and hearts in words and music as we meet together in church each
Sunday. This is a direct expression of our ultimate purpose for living ‘to
glorify God and to fully enjoy him forever.’
Because worship glori ies God and ful ills the purpose for which we were
created, it is an activity of eternal signi icance and of great value.’
Rev Paul

The Lambeth Conference; what does it have to say to us?
I followed the Lambeth conference more closely than I
might have done under normal circumstances because I
have a link with a bishop from Kenya (pictured) who
was in this country for the irst time from his diocese in
North-western Kenya where I was brought up.
It is remarkable how a personal relationship brings to
life issues which otherwise seem theoretical and far away and I guess
that is one of the main aims of such a conference; to bring people
together to share experiences, learn from each other, build relationship
and become friends. As one of the bishops said, ‘How can we not love
each other when we have spent time trying on each other’s shoes?"
The challenges in North-west Kenya are so different from the ones we
face. Bishop Sampson has a rapidly growing church with hundreds of
children coming and almost no material resources. There is only one
computer in the diocesan of ice –they do not have a printer of their own.
Many of the bishops operate in conditions of war, persecution, impending
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or actual famine without access to resources or training for their people.
Bishop Charles Ogeno, Bishop of Torit in South Sudan, described how, if
he has a con irmation service tomorrow that is 20 miles away, he will
leave today so that he can walk there in time.
Archbishop Welby wrote that there was a sense during the conference of,
not only rejoicing in our diversity, but also ‘committing ourselves to love
across difference’ and of course, it is not only cultural differences that
have potential to divide the Anglican communion. There are deep
theological differences especially over sexuality and these must be faced
with honesty.
The success of the conference was not so much to do with bringing
everyone to agreement as it was about demonstrating that it is possible
to disagree without hatred, to recognise that far more unites us than
divides us and to focus on joining with the urgent mission of God in the
world.
Reconciliation was a strong theme and Justin Welby’s book is on my
reading list.
Speaking of mission, it was good to be reminded that, ‘Anglicans hold to ,
it was good to be reminded that, ‘Anglicans hold to Scripture and the
teachings of the Church, re lected in the Five Marks of Mission. They call us
to:
(i) To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom (ii) To teach, baptise and
nurture new believers, (iii) To respond to human
need by loving service (iv) To transform unjust
structures of society, to challenge violence of every
kind and pursue peace and reconciliation (v) To
strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and
sustain and renew the life of the earth.
Here is just one of the many ‘calls’ made by the
conference to the churches – and pertinent for our
church at the moment: ‘Each diocese and every church
to commit to prayer, listening and discernment, in the
power of the Holy Spirit, to discern how to bear faithful
witness to Christ and authentically proclaim the
gospel. This to include praying for the Holy Spirit to
work in hearts and minds so that the message of the gospel would be
received and bear fruit’.
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The Mission to Seafarers supports seafarers
around the world in over 200 ports. More
than 90% of the world’s goods and fuels are
transported around the world by sea.
Covid. Thanks to a Flying Angel (The
Mission’s logo) Campaign, £680,000 was
quickly raised in 2020 to provide kit to make
seafarers’ centres COVID-secure. Early in the pandemic, over 100 seafarers
who were stranded in the UK, were reviewed, assessed and emergency
payments made to get them all home. There is a “Chat to a Chaplain”
service, now well used.
Women at sea. The Mission has completed a study on women seafarers. It
is easy to ﬁnd online – just input: “Mission to Seafarers - study women at
sea”. Their numbers have increased in the past seven years, but they s ll
represent only 1.2% of the total numbers of seafarers (approximately 1.89
million). The study reﬂects their problems (which are similar to those of
male seafarers - but compounded) and their successes and hopes.
Ukraine. Please spare a thought for the Ukrainian seafarers, some of whom
have been le with no contact with their families for some me. Where
possible, the Mission has provided SIM cards for easier contact. Also, as I
expect you are aware, some of them are serving with mixed crews, including
Russian seafarers. This cannot be easy for anyone on board. Ukrainian and
Russian Seafarers make up 15% of the world’s crews.
Suicide. The Mission has provided “SafeTALK” training to welfare teams.
“SafeTALK” stands for: “suicide alertness for everyone”. At present training
is for port Chaplains and volunteers in UK and Europe but is planned to be
available worldwide.
Happiness index. This has been calculated for several years. This year it is
down, mainly caused by the new variants of Covid 19 which impact on
diﬀerent parts of the world causing diverse regula ons for the seafarers as
they move around the globe. And I thought our own changes were bad
enough!
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Port volunteers and Chaplains do their best to give the crews what they
want – o en this is SIM cards and Wi-Fi so they can contact their families.
I hope you will help provide some Christmas cheer to seafarers this year by
buying at least one pack of the Mission’s cards. They will be on sale on
Sunday 23rd October and at all three services.
Thank you!
Kathleen Mar n

From ‘A Devotional Commentary
on Matthew’s Gospel’ by Mavis Flower
In Matthew 5:20, Jesus says that the righteousness of His disciples must exceed
that of the scribes and Pharisees. They must look to Him only, the author and
inisher of their faith, and not to men for approval, as the Pharisees did. They
must look to Him because their righteousness, their right relationship with the
Father, comes through Him, by faith. This special relationship encompasses
almsgiving, praying and fasting (verse 2, 5, 16), not as ritually religious
practises, but as an expression of that relationship with their Lord. Jesus’
disciples may practise all these important aspects of piety, almsgiving, prayer
and fasting in loving response to their heavenly Father, but Jesus speaks of the
futility of all these when performed purely as a religious or devotional exercise
seen by others and designed to boost the religious reputation of the one who
practises it. Here we consider Jesus’ teaching on the giving of alms, and
prayer. In the next issue, we will begin a more detailed examination of The
Lord’s Prayer.
Matthew 6:1-5. The teaching of Jesus on almsgiving
Beware of practising your piety before men, in order to be seen by them, for then
you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. When you give alms,
sound no trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the streets and in the
synagogues that they may be praised by men. Truly I say to you, they have their
reward. But when you give alms, let not your right hand know what your left hand
is doing. (Verse 1).
In Jesus’ inimitable way, He uses these three aspects of Pharisaic piety,
almsgiving, prayer and fasting, to show His disciples another way, a way by
which they may draw near to their Father who is in heaven. He begins with
almsgiving. He does not say that His disciples should not practice almsgiving.
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Jesus said of Himself, ‘Foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but
the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head’ (Matthew 8:20). He knew what it
was to be homeless, and the joy of being received into the home of Mary and
Martha (Luke 10:38).. He was grateful for the many kindnesses shown to Him
and His disciples.
But such overt almsgiving as the Pharisees practised was designed to give glory
to themselves, and not to God. Their righteousness was an empty show.
It is not the practice of almsgiving that the Lord Jesus denigrates, but its
degradation into something which does not have the purpose and meaning for
which it was originally intended by God. The word ‘almsgiving’ is derived from
the Greek word for ‘mercy’. Both Matthew and Luke record Jesus as saying
‘Blessed are the merciful ‘, ‘Be merciful, even as your Father in heaven is
merciful’, (Matthew 5:7; Luke 6:36) so give alms because I have given you much
(Deuteronomy 15:11). I, the Lord have given to you. So now you have the ability
to share with others’. ‘Be merciful! Also when you pray, pray so that your
prayer becomes communication with God and not with yourself (Luke 18:11).
When you fast, fast from what is bodily, earthly, so that you may enter by the
Spirit, into the realm of the Spirit, and may not be seen of men to fast.(verse 18).
All this activity on the part of the Pharisees is for personal self-grati ication.
Jesus wants His disciples to be as unobtrusive as possible in their private and
personal waiting upon His Father and theirs, and in their gifts to others.
Later, there was a certain care of the poor in the synagogue, but at the time of
the gospel, the distribution of the tithe or the tenth of their income was left to
the individual. It has been noted that Jesus called the Pharisees hypocrites, from
the Greek meaning play actors., and that an actor is someone who takes on the
character of another. In the case of the hypocrites of whom Jesus speaks, they
pretend mercy, they pretend benevolence while at the same time living
luxuriously and extravagantly, and attempting not to get too close to the
‘ordinary person’.
As an example, we remember the episode of the woman who entered the home
of Simon the Pharisee, wanting to anoint Jesus (Luke 7:36), and whom Simon
called a sinner. And so she was by Simon’s standards. Jesus said to Simon, ‘Her
sins which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much,’ and to her He said, ‘Your
faith has saved you, go in peace,’ – peace not as a greeting only; it took on a far
deeper meaning in her life.
So, Jesus saw that even the mercy practised by the hypocrite is never
spontaneous but always premeditated. How different the attitude of Peter and
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John, illed with the Spirit, going up to the Beautiful Gate of the Temple and
seeing there the man lame from his birth (Acts 3:1). These disciples had learnt
Jesus’ lesson. Motivated by the Holy Spirit, Peter said, ‘Silver and gold have I
none, but such as I have I give to you. In the Name of Jesus of Nazareth, rise up
and walk’. And the man rose up and went into the temple walking and leaping
and praising God! This is Jesus’ promise to His disciples, that in their prayer,
fasting and almsgiving, they shall be motivated by the life of the Lord Jesus
within them and by the Holy Spirit who actuates and inspires them, and thus
draw near to their heavenly Father who loves them. (Acts 3:1-8).
Matthew 6: 1-15. The teaching of Jesus on prayer.
And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites, for they love to stand and
pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by men.
Truly I say to you, they have received their reward. But when you pray, go into
your room, your closet, and shut the door, and pray to your Father who is in secret,
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. [verses 5,6].
Secondly, Jesus approaches the subject of prayer. How much the Pharisees
missed by using prayer as self-grati ication; and by endless repetition, thought
they would be heard for their much speaking (verse 7 A.V.); when that close
intimate conversation with God, with the door closed, was so precious. It was so
precious indeed that the Lord Jesus was frequently found to be alone with His
Father. (Mark 1:35, Mark 6:4-6, Luke 4:42, Luke 5:16, Luke 6:12, Luke 9:18,
Luke 10:21, Luke 11:1, Luke 18:1, Luke 22:39, Matthew 11:25, Matthew 14:33).
These are some recorded instances. There would have been many others
unrecorded.
In Luke 10, it is obvious that Jesus did not necessarily have to ‘go away’ to pray,
for the presence of the Holy Spirit was with Him all the time. He could pray to
His Father wherever He was, being always aware of the Father’s closeness to
Him, and He has gifted the same great privilege to His disciples, teaching them to
pray ‘Our Father’; to call His Father, the Father of the Lord Jesus, our Father, in
constant awareness of His presence.
It is of course possible to pray in any place, in any manner or bodily position. For
the Jews, prayer was usually offered in a standing position. When Solomon
began to pray at the dedication of the temple (1 Kings 8) before the altar, he
was standing, but at the conclusion of his prayer we ind him kneeling before the
altar with his hands outstretched to heaven. At what point he changed his
attitude we are not permitted to know, but we can recognise that what had
begun as a prayer for protection for the people of Israel and con irmation of his
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own position as the son of David and therefore inheritor of the Davidic covenant,
changed to worship of God and total con idence in his power and glory (1 Kings
8:22, 54). That was when he knelt.
Jesus never advocated for His disciples, a special praying position, but we ind
Him kneeling in the Garden of Gethsemane. In Matthew 26:39, we read, ‘He fell
on His face and prayed, ‘My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me,
nevertheless not as I will but as Thou wilt! Mark 14:35 has similar words, while
Luke records simply that He knelt down and prayed.
There are occasions in every life when absolute prostration before our heavenly
Father is the only possible attitude to take. But wherever and whenever and
however we pray, prayer has to be oriented solely on God. As Jesus teaches
through these verses in Matthew 6, prayer used as a didactic message, or a
demonstration of oratory, or in any other way, other than the pray-er’s desire for
God, is not prayer at all. Jesus calls such prayer hypocrisy.
He has a remedy for this.
Most houses built in those days had very little privacy. A lat roof top on which to
sleep in the heat of summer and other rooms readily accessible to friends and
neighbours was normal. But also, in most homes was a storage room, a word
translated ‘closet’ in some English Bibles, a room scarcely bigger than a
cupboard, in most homes the only room with a door that closed. Jesus suggested
to His disciples, you can enter into your closet, into that room, and close your
door and you can pray to your Father in secret . And He gives them a special
prayer to pray, beginning: Our Father in heaven...
Jesus is not here concerned with the community at prayer, but with the
relationship of this (new) disciple to his heavenly Father; the reward of knowing
that he is heard, not for his much speaking, but for the desire of his heart for
communication with his God. Nevertheless, the caveat remains in the prayer of
the community, the church, also. It is a question of how one should pray with
others, two or three gathering together in the name of Jesus, who will grant their
requests (Matthew 18:19,20) and not prayer as a demonstration of faith or as an
instrument of edi ication.
God loves His children to talk to Him, as what earthly father would not. He loves
to hear the voice of His beloved Bride, as which Bridegroom would not. ‘O you
who dwell in the gardens, the companions hear your voice, let Me hear it.’ (Song
of Solomon 8:13).
Luke’s gospel employs the emphatic ‘when’. (Luke 11:2). Jesus said to them,
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‘When you pray’, as if prayer is the most natural thing in the world for a Christian
to engage in. For the Christian, it is as easy and necessary to pray as it is to
breathe. For Christians, as for Jews, the Psalms give us a superb example of
David’s relationship with God through his prayer. From many instances, we
could choose Psalm 63:‘O God, Thou art my God; early do I seek Thee. My soul
thirsts for Thee, my lesh faints for Thee, as in a dry and thirsty land where no
water is.’
How sad, that with all the heritage of the Old Testament behind them, the
Pharisees failed to enter into such a relationship with God. Perhaps they viewed
the psalms as beautiful poetry – which it is – and failed to see the yearning of a
human heart behind it.
It Is not only the Pharisee’s way of prayer that Jesus warns against. In verse 7,
Jesus describes the way that the Gentiles or pagans pray; with many words and
much repetition with which they hoped to reach the ear of the god they
worshipped, or at least reach one of the gods. They believed that knowing the
name of the god and pronouncing it correctly gave them a certain power to
manipulate the god. We thank God that there is no way we can manipulate Him
or twist His arm. He is absolutely sovereign. All we can do is to love Him and
trust Him because we know that He knows what we need before we ask Him
(verses 4,6; Matthew 7:11). How simple, and yet how profound to pray in the
economy of the words of the Lord’s Prayer, to our heavenly Father. Jesus covers
all the bases, in warning against Pharisaical and also Gentile prayer.
In the words of St. Augustine, ‘Pray as if everything depended on God. Act as
everything depended on you’. Could it be that that is the ultimate worship? To
confess one’s absolute dependence on God, and complete helplessness before
the One who is the only One able to save us from death – not only or even
physical death, but something much worse, a deadness towards God.
Jesus’ death was of an entirely different nature, yet in His dependence upon God,
and in His utter and complete vulnerability, was the greatest worship of all. ‘Lo, I
come to Thy will, O God’ (Hebrews 10:8). In His death, He bore the sins of the
whole world. He was made an offering for sin (Isaiah 5:10). He reconciled men
and women to God (2 Corinthians 5:19), and because of it they were granted
peace, a peace which the world cannot give (John 14:17). the peace of God which
passes all understanding (Philippians 4:7). How precious to us therefore become
those words of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, ‘Not as I will, but as Thou
wilt’. He went that way so that we could say in compelling truth, Abba, Father.
(Romans 8:15).
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Ask the Animals - an update on Eco Church
I am pleased to report that Chalfont St
Giles has now moved up from Bronze
Eco Church status and achieved Silver!
This recognises our consideration of
the environment across our worship,
our buildings and grounds, our
lifestyle and our engagement with the
wider world.
It is something to celebrate!
I hope that, as our church seeks to
grow both in numbers and in faith, Eco
Church can play a strong part. For
many families, and especially their
young people, the environment is a key concern. Perhaps Eco Church
action will demonstrate the church's relevance in the modern world, not
just in tackling the climate crisis but - in doing that - caring for our most
impacted global neighbours. And, if parishioners feel their church might
have relevance, perhaps they will try us out... and maybe they will then
discover that it is not just the church that is relevant, but God himself.
Similarly, I believe that caring for the environment is a part of faith and
that many people feel a particular closeness to God out in the natural
world. I certainly do as I wander the local woods and ields. And it is
amazing how many Bible verses there are relating to God's creation,
here is just one:
"Ask the animals and they will teach you, or the birds in the sky, and they
will tell you; or speak to the earth and it will teach you, or let the ish in
the sea inform you. Which of all these does not know that the hand of God
has done this? In his hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all
mankind." Job 12, 7-10.
St Francis famously preached to the birds, but I don't suppose we can
expect our local foxes, deer, badgers and red kites literally to preach to
us about God! But maybe for some of us they - and the "earth" (the
woodlands and ields surrounding our village) - inspire and kindle in
our hearts something of the Holy Spirit, drawing us towards an ever
closer connection with our shared creator.
Well, I suppose that, as we consolidate on our Silver award and build
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towards potentially achieving Gold one day, we shall see whether Eco
Church contributes towards our church's growth. For now though, this
work shows we care for God's world. Maybe for the moment that is
enough, because it is a world of which we and all humanity are integral
parts and one God loves. To quote the most famous Bible verses of all:
"God so loved the world that he gave his only son..." John 3:16
Keith Wood-Smith
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Lent lunches 2023!
If you are interested in helping with Lent
Lunches in 2023, you may like to note the
following Fridays in your diary:
February 24th, March 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th and
31st.
The lunches have been running for over 25
years now and have become a major event in
the village and church diaries. It’s an outreach
and fund raising event; supporting charities
with connections to the village. It’s also great fun!

Moonrakers Concert
Chalfont St Giles 16th July 2022
The long-awaited Moonrakers concert took place on Saturday, 16th July.
Moonrakers are a group based in Oxford who play a mix of traditional and
self-composed music and specialise in playing in churches for a fee which
allows the church to raise some money. The group consists of Becki Luff on
Celtic harp, Jacqui Johnson on cello, the singer, Sarah Fell and leader, Jon
Bennett, who sings and plays a variety of instruments, mainly stringed.
During the rehearsal/ sound check in the afternoon there was a loud bang
which turned out to be one of the strings on the harp breaking. Running
repairs were carried out but in the event Becki had to play the 35 string
Celtic harp in the evening rather than the more conventional 36 string one.
Despite the dif iculties of mustering an audience in these (maybe) postcovid times, 64 hardy souls congregated in the church for the concert and I
think everyone thoroughly enjoyed it. For me the highlights were “Crow on
the Cradle”, a prophetic Sydney Carter song about the prospect of the baby
having to face the horrors of war in the future, a beautiful version of the
traditional song, “The Trees They Do Grow High” and Jon Bennett’s “All the
Way Home”, which in true folk club tradition we were invited to sing along
with. The instrumental numbers were impressive and showed the
virtuosity of the players. The feed back included “a truly magical evening”
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and “I can’t remember the last time £12 was so well spent”.
It was good to see members of the congregation of Seer Green, some of
whom had not visited our church before, as well as visitors from
Chesham, Gerrards Cross and further a ield. A concert like this helps us
to open up the church to the community as well as raising money, both
from ticket sales and donations for refreshments in the interval.
Over four hundred pounds was raised, some of it from members of the
audience who made donations for refreshments over and above what
was suggested. I have to admit I did have one or two sleepless nights
about the viability of the project but they proved unnecessary and the
whole thing was a great success. Thanks to everyone who came, to
Kathleen and Delia who manned the door and Andrew who carried boxes
of wine and the camping fridge without complaining.
Rachel Leonard

The Very Friendly Bridge Club
We recently lost, one of the earliest, if not the irst, long term user of the
Reading Room, the very appropriately named The Very Friendly Bridge
Club. Covid, members leaving the area and their age reduced membership
to the point where it was no longer possible to continue.
I would estimate that 90% plus readers of this magazine would know
nothing of the bridge club and the use of the Reading Room. So why post
an article in the magazine! Because, each year when there were funds left
over I would be asked what needs of the Reading Room can we support
with these funds. Over the years the club made very generous donations to
re-roo ing, refurbishing the cloakroom area, chairs, tables and a garden
shed, blackout blinds and so much more; all additional to the twice
monthly letting fees.
I couldn’t let the support given over the years pass without recognition. So,
in addition to my brief contribution I asked if Shirley Woodall would like
to add a few words, which follow on the next page.
Kevin Searle
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“Roy and I moved to Chalfont St Giles in 1993. The vicar Peter Poole called
to see us. The bridge club had been put on hold and we were occupied with
renovating a large house.
One day after a month or two Alex Smith called to see us. I have been unwell
he said but would you Roy and Shirley be prepared to join Betty and me to
reopen le club again. The vicar said it would be worth a try. How pleased we
were to be asked. The club reopened in the Reading Room with about twelve
or so members and so followed a very happy time. The most members I
recall were 28. Alec had to step aside after four to ive years and Roy run it
for nine years with help from members.
Myra Inglis and her friend Peggy were amongst the irst members so it was
a huge privilege for me to attend Myra’s 100th birthday party recently.
The aims of the club were to be friendly provide a nice cup of tea and enjoy
the cards. All proceeds went to the Reading Room. Graham and Christine
Bolton took over the club and it remained as popular as ever until recently
when it had close.
As well as playing bridge Alec and Roy tackled the knotweed in the back
garden regularly. We purchased the small summer house table and chairs
and had a simple reordering of the reading room garden".
Shirley Woodall

TRAIDCRAFT : LIVING THE BIBLE
Harvest Festival 25th September
Harvest is a time to give thanks and to celebrate the blessings and
provision that God has given to us. It is also time to think about where
our food comes from and to show our support for farmers and producers
in developing countries who often struggle to make a decent living from
their work because of low prices, unfair trade rules and the effects of
climate change. Traidcraft works all year round to help these farmers and
workers to improve their position in the supply chain, support their
families and have more control over their own lives. If you would like a
harvest food bag do let me know and I will pack one for you to the value
you specify. There will also be a Traidcraft stall on Harvest Festival day.
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STALL DATES

September 25th

October 16th (thank you Sylvia)

October 30th

November 27th

It will be very helpful if you know what you would like if you would preorder but no problem if not. I will continue to make home deliveries if
that is your preference.
ECO CHURCH
One of the criteria for achieving Eco Church status is that we are a Fair
Trade Church meaning we have regular fair trade stalls and use fair trade
products whenever they are available. As part of their commitment to the
environment Traidcraft, a Christian response to poverty, are always
looking for ways to lower their carbon output as a company. For example.
A recent switch in their packaging of sugar reduces the plastic in each bag
by 25% and they can be recycled with the plastic bags at the Co-op so
nothing is going to land ill. Also recyclable at the supermarket are the
Liberation Nut packaging, kitchen towel and toilet tissue wrapping. All
the sweet wrappings, (pear drops, liquorice whirls, mints and fudge) can
be composted.
“A poor man’s ield may produce an abundant harvest but injustice
sweeps it away.” Proverbs 13 v23
Margaret Dykes 874511
margaretrdykes@btinternet.com

Rendezvous is back! Spread the word!
Weekly on a Thursday during term time, in the Reading Room, from
11:30am to 2:00pm.
Its open to anyone and everyone. Just pop in, for a chat, coffee/tea, a cake
or our 4* bacon sandwiches. If the weather is kind to us, you can sit out in
the garden.
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Miltons Garden

“… each beauteous lower,
Iris all hues, Roses, and Gessamin,
Rear'd high thir lourisht heads between, and wrought
Mosaic; underfoot the Violet,
Crocus, and Hyacinth with rich inlay
Broiderd the ground, more colour'd then with stone
Of costliest Emblem.”
Paradise Lost, Book IV, lines 697-703
The garden at Milton’s Cottage is looking beautiful at the moment, despite
the summer drought. It’s a place where poetry meets nature – a must for
gardening enthusiasts and literature fans alike, with quotes and quiet
places to read planted throughout.
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Milton himself was a keen botanist (fellow poet, Emily Dickinson, called
him “The Great Florist”) and the garden laid out in his honour contains a
multitude of the plants he refers to in his poetry, from the "Iris all hues,
Roses and Jasmine" of Paradise Lost to the "wild thyme and gadding vine
o'ergrown" of Comus.
Fittingly, given that Milton completed his epic masterpiece Paradise Lost
here, our garden has also been planted with a variety of apple trees. Join
us to pick ‘forbidden fruit’ at our free annual Apple Day celebration on
Sunday 23rd October, from 2 – 5pm, making fresh apple juice and
sampling a range of regional ciders.
Like many, the pandemic has helped us appreciate our green spaces more
than ever. To ensure everyone has equal access to our outdoor
resources, we are now offering free entry to our garden during museum
opening hours (Wednesday to Sunday, 2 – 5pm, until 31st October 2022).
We’re also inviting local schools and community groups to take part in a
series of nature-writing workshops, helping young people reconnect with
nature, learn outdoors and have fun. To ind out more, or book your free
workshop, please contact Kelly O’Reilly on
businessdirector@miltonscottage.org
Covid-19 has shown us that access to literature, nature and creativity is
more important than ever, and we’d love you to visit us at Milton’s
Cottage this autumn. To ind out more about our work, and programme
of activities, please visit our website at www.miltonscottage.org or follow
us on social media @MiltonsCottage
Milton’s Cottage is a Grade I listed writer’s house museum – the only
surviving residence of the visionary poet and parliamentarian John Milton,
and the place where he completed his epic masterpiece Paradise Lost. Its
unique literary garden is a Grade II Registered Historic Garden in its own
right.
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“Murder Before Evensong” The Reverend Richard Coles
In June I was offered a ticket to hear the
Reverend Richard Coles talk about his new
book, the irst detective novel he has written. I
went along and, as usually happens at these
events, I was persuaded to part with money for
a signed copy, having irst obtained from the
author himself the assurance that no
churchwardens had been harmed, or even
maligned, in the writing of the book. (You may
ascertain the truth or otherwise of this
statement if you choose to read it.)
The action of “Murder before Evensong” takes
place in 1988. The general reader will soon realise that there are no
mobile phones or computers in private use (how did we manage? quite
well, actually) and football af icionados will be able to date it precisely to
the year of Luton’s victory over Arsenal in the League Cup inal.
The detective at the heart of the story is Daniel Clement, the Rector of
Champton, an archetypal English village. He is a quiet and mildmannered character who drives an ancient Land Rover and lives with his
ierce elderly mother and two free spirited dachshunds. Some aspects of
the book are quite familiar. There is a formidable and very talented
group of lowers arrangers, the parish is very exercised about the need or
otherwise for a toilet and/or a lower arranging room in church and
there is much soul-searching about the pews, and their role and position
in the church. The PCC is described as “a political body whose workings
you would think as momentous as those of the Diet of Worms” (the irst
major clash between the Roman Catholic Church and the Protestantism
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of Martin Luther, for those who had the sense not to study A level
history.) These issues and the reference to Worms are typical of the
book: you are likely to get much more out of it if you know something
about the history and the current preoccupations of the church.
The plot is rooted in past events in quite a satisfying way with plenty of
rami ications and, in the best traditions of the classic English whodunnit,
an unlikely murderer. This is not a book to keep you awake at night or to
make you anxious about being alone in church after darkness falls. That
said the actual murder is quite violent, and I would guarantee most of you
possess at least one version of the murder weapon. There are also some
rather unpleasant moments when the body is discovered which I felt
quite squeamish about.
This is a pleasant read with enough C of E “in” jokes to amuse any reader
familiar with the workings of an English village and its church. It is a
promising start to what I believe is to be a series, though I cannot imagine
that the small village of Champton, which is so lovingly created, can
possibly be the setting for any more murders.
Rachel Leonard
Out of stock at Waterstones, but available from Amazon at £9
Another thoroughly good read can be found at
www.christianparrot.com
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FILM QUIZ
A little more feedback this time and congratulations to Melaine and Chris
for a fully correct entry to the book quiz in the last magazine. (see
answers at the end}.
This time the clues are to the titles of well-known ilms. Since I don’t do
superheroes and don’t watch many modern ilms these are all classics,
mostly from before 1990. At least half are in black and white and only one
is 21st century.

Runan or Xiping for example ( 9)
Could be Cleopatra or Nefertiti (3,7,5)
The existence of 3.14 (3,4,2,2)
Usually June 21st (3,7,3)
Angry bovine (6,4)
CDKU (4,4)
German interment ((7,2,6)

No baas here (3,7,2,3,5)
Thursday, Friday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday (3,4,7)
Festus dies (5,7)
Answers to the book quiz:1. Little Women 2. The Lord of the Rings 3. The
Bible 4. Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy 5. The Colo(u)r Purple 6. Whiskey
Galore 7. A Clockwork Orange 8. Bleak House 9. Diamonds are Forever 10.
Lord of the Flies

This magazine is free
If you would like to make a dona on to help with the costs of produc on
payment can be made by cheque to CSG Parish church, mark the back with
“Magazine dona on”. Either post to the Treasurer at Chalfont Giles Parish
Church, Chalfont St Giles, Bucks HP8 4QF or leave in the treasurers pigeon
hole at the back of church. Alternatively donate via BACS.
Account : PCC of Chalfont St Giles
Sort code : 60-05-50 Account no : 03602796
Ref: Mag + Your ini als
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Parish Directory
Parochial Church Council

(area code: 01494)

Chair

Tom Boundy

582 765

Hon. Secretary

Richard Bolton

870 534

Hon. Treasurer

John Southworth

581130

Electoral-Roll Of icer

Kathleen Martin

870 704

Stewardship Recorder

Chris Neville

873 457

Social-Outreach Team

Pat Searle

Pastoral-Care Co-ordinator

Margaret Carey

762 341

Chatterbox organiser

Janelle Stevenson

265908

Messy Church Co-ordinator

Janelle Stevenson

265908

YZone (group for 11-15s) Co-ordinator

Jenny Tebboth

07708 094 532

Church Watching

Tony Ferguson

07769 361 795

Reading-Room Bookings

Kevin Searle

Church Choir

Cathy Langdale

581 385

Bell-Ringing Master

John Davidge

873 325

Flower Guild

Mavis Roberts

872 809

Traidcraft

Margaret Dykes

874 511

Friends of Chalfont St Giles Parish Church

Claire Long

875 445

Safeguarding Officer

Vacant

07719 121574

07825 041 971

Parish Magazine
Editor

Kevin Searle

Email articles:

stgileschurchmagazine@hotmail.co.uk
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